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The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is commissioning a Rapid Evidence Assessment (REA) of the 
best available evidence on the impact of foreign language learning and instruction in students’ non-native 
language, on wider academic outcomes.  
  
BACKGROUND 
 
The motives for teaching foreign languages across the globe are diverse; from equipping young people to 
compete for jobs in a globalised world, through to developing tolerance and understanding of other cultures. 
But does learning a foreign language also have an impact on wider academic outcomes, and if so, what 
approaches are most likely to lead to improved learning outcomes in other subjects, as well as achieving 
proficiency in the given language? 
 
In recent years there has also been an increase in the number of countries providing academic instruction in 
non-native languages. This is particularly prevalent in non-anglophone countries where there has been a shift 
from English being taught as a foreign language to English becoming the medium of instruction (EMI) for a 
number of academic subjects1. However, there is limited evidence on the impact of this policy on wider 
academic outcomes, or evidence on effective implementation. For example, do factors such as the age of 
introduction, a teacher’s level of proficiency in the language of instruction, or the specific subject in which EMI 
is deployed, have an impact on student outcomes? 
 
In parallel, countries with high levels of migration have been implementing a range of strategies designed to 
promote social inclusion and integrate migrant children into the local education system who, due to age or 
other circumstances, such as having spent their early years in conflict zones with limited access to educational 
opportunities, may have limited literacy in their home language and no knowledge of the local language. There 
is evidence that suggests that developing literacy in the child’s home language, before introducing the local 
language, may have significant benefits for a child’s long-term educational achievement2. Are there 
interventions and approaches that could be implemented by communities and educators at the local level, and 
supported by government, aimed at strengthening students’ home-language literacy and proficiency as, or 
before, they enter mainstream education? 
 
The EEF’s overall aim for this project is to understand the impact of foreign language learning and the most 
effective strategies to achieve language proficiency and positive impact on wider academic attainment. This 
evidence will be used to inform policy and practice, with the possibility of providing the foundation for further 
primary research. 
 

RAPID EVIDENCE ASSESSMENT (REA) 
 
The main objective of this evidence assessment is to understand what is known from the literature 
about learning a foreign language and its impact on students’ wider academic outcomes.  

                                                      
1 Dearden, J. (2014) English as a medium of instruction – A growing global phenomenon. Available at: 
https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/e484_emi_-_cover_option_3_final_web.pdf [Accessed 
17th June 2019] 
2 Eisenchlas, S. (2013) The Importance of Literacy in the Home Language: The View From Australia. 
Available at https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2158244013507270 [Accessed 17th June 
2019) 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/e484_emi_-_cover_option_3_final_web.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2158244013507270
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The specific research objectives are to summarise the evidence on:  

• how to effectively teach a foreign language; 
• the effect of learning a foreign language on attainment in other academic subjects; 
• the effect of using a non-native language as the medium of instruction in academic subjects; 

and  
• to provide practical recommendations on: 

o how to best teach a foreign language  
o how to best teach a foreign language to maximise benefits on wider academic 

outcomes 
o when and how to introduce a non-native language as the medium of instruction  

Research questions  

Primary questions  

• What approaches to teaching a foreign language have been used, and what is the evidence 
on their effectiveness?  

• What is the impact of learning a foreign language on students’ wider academic outcomes?  

Secondary questions  

• What practitioner skills or programme characteristics contribute to effective language learning 
among students?  

• What is the impact of using a non-native language as the medium of instruction in academic 
subjects on students’ academic outcomes?  

• Are there implementation factors that lead to a positive impact on attainment of using a non-
native language as the medium of instruction? 

• What is the impact of delaying or accelerating the introduction of a new ‘local’ language as a 

medium of instruction for new arrivals (e.g., refugees, immigrants) who are not yet proficient 
in their native language?  

 
The EEF is interested in robust causal evidence of impact using experimental and quasi-experimental designs. 
It will be necessary to include evidence from across the globe.  
 

CODING ELIGIBLE STUDIES FOR INCLUSION IN THE EEF’S EDUCATION EVIDENCE DATABASE 
 
The EEF is one year into a three-year project to develop the EEF Education Database; a database of 
education research studies from around the world, with data extracted on a large number of variables. 
The database will focus on studies which measure the impact of education interventions and will be 
searchable by a range of different factors, including country, pupil age, and type of intervention.  

The database will also record delivery information (such as the frequency and intensity of the 
intervention) and detailed quantitative impact data. 

The team appointed to carry out the REA will be asked to identify any studies that fit the database’s 

predefined inclusion criteria, and code these studies using the codebook provided by the EEF for 
inclusion in the EEF database. Additional funding will available to support this work, calculated on the 
number of coded studies provided. 

Our ambition is to create a database that will significantly reduce the time and effort needed to review the 
impact of different types of interventions, and to analyse the factors that increase or reduce effectiveness. It 
will also feed into an updated EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit and Early Years Toolkit. 
 
If you have any specific questions about the coding please contact Jonathan.Kay@eefoundation.org.uk. 
 

 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/early-years-toolkit/
mailto:Jonathan.Kay@eefoundation.org.uk
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TIMELINE 
 

Activity  Date 
Closing date for proposals 5pm, 9th August 19 
Appointment of reviewer Mid-August 19 
Project set-up meeting  Week commencing 26 August 2019   
Draft report due 8th November  
Final report due Mid-December 2019 

 
 
APPOINTMENT PROCESS  
 
If you would like to be considered to undertake the REA, please send a brief outline describing your proposed 
approach, including the approach to be taken in relation to the breadth, depth and comprehensiveness of the 
search (e.g., searching, inclusion, data extraction, critical appraisal). Please include an overview of your 
relevant skills and experience, and an estimated budget. Proposals should be no more than 2,000 words, 
excluding references.    
 
We recognise that different aspects of this review may require different expertise, so are open to joint 
applications from multiple teams. We are open to applications from teams based outside of the UK.   
 
We will finalise the specification with the successful team and the final report will be peer reviewed and 
published on the EEF website. Report length and budget are open for discussion at this stage.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Maisie Monroe: maisie.monroe@eefoundation.org.uk  
 
Please send your proposal to: maisie.monroe@eefoundation.org.uk by 5pm Friday 9th August 2019.  
 
Please note the funds for this evaluation / research are from the EEF’s fundraising and investment income (i.e. 
a non-Government source) and that this research qualifies for HEFCE Charity Support Fund criteria. 
 

mailto:maisie.monroe@eefoundation.org.uk
mailto:maisie.monroe@eefoundation.org.uk

