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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Sir Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

EEF and  
partner to improve science  
results for disadvantaged pupils  
The EEF - in partnership with the Royal Society – is set-
ting out to investigate ways to improve science results 
for disadvantaged pupils in primary and secondary 
schools across England. 

The two organisations are jointly commissioning a review 
which will identify the most promising approaches and pro-
grammes to support young people to achieve key education-
al outcomes in science, with a particular focus on pupils 
from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.  

The attainment gap in English schools is well documented: 
the latest figures show just 33.1% of all young people classi-
fied as disadvantaged achieved the expected standard of 5 
good GCSEs, compared to 60.9% of all other pupils. Alt-
hough the data suggests that the link between economic 
disadvantage and attainment in science is no stronger in 
science than in other subjects, the Royal Society’s report 
SES and Science Education (2008) suggested the gap “may 
be more persistent over time in science”. 

The report will be published later this year.  
For further details, click here. 

“The Royal Society is excited to 
be working on this project with 
the EEF - it’s a first and vital step 
towards to understanding how we 
can help give disadvantaged stu-
dents the means to improve their 
science results and expand their 
horizons.”  
Professor Tom McLeish FRS, Chair of the Royal 
Society’s Education Committee  

“I’m pleased that the EEF is part-
nering with the Royal Society, 
who are offering funding, support 
and advice. Together, we hope to 
be able to identify the most prom-
ising ways to tackle the attain-
ment gap in science.” 
Sir Kevan Collins, Chief Executive, EEF 

What does the evidence say?  
 

We are also commissioning reviews to help us  
answer the following questions: 

1. What are the most promising types of careers  
education, which also improve pupils’ success at school and 
beyond?  

2. Which approaches and programmes have been shown to be 
most effective in improving outcomes for 16-18 year olds  

 
who have failed to achieve the expected C grade in GCSE 
English and mathematics?  

3. Which are the most popular programmes used in schools 
which the EEF has not yet independently evaluated?  

And in case you’re wondering why we commissions these litera-
ture reviews – and what it may signal for potential new EEF fund-
ing rounds – Stephen Tall has blogged about it here:  
'Why does the EEF commission literature reviews?' (12 Feb). 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-royal-society-partner-to-improve-results-for-disadvantaged-pupils/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/why-does-the-eef-commission-literature-reviews/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by The 
Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 
… with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 
 
 
 
The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children. 

CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation  

9th Floor, Millbank Tower  
21-24 Millbank  

London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 

 

    twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn         facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn 
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Three new co-funding partnerships announced 

 

You can read what some of our partners have to say about work-
ing with the EEF by clicking here. If you are interested in a part-

nership opportunity, please contact Stephen Tall. 

We are delighted to report a further three co-funding partnerships to 
support evidence-based projects aiming to boost the attainment of 
disadvantaged children and young people: 

 We are co-funding the new trial of the Mathematical Reasoning 
project with the Worshipful Company of Actuaries. You can 
read more about this project here. 

 We are very pleased that KPMG Foundation is co-funding two 
projects - Voice 21 and Positive Action - with the EEF. 

 The EEF is delighted that the The Stone Family Foundation is co
-funding with us our first Early Year project, Maths Champions. 
You can read more about this project here. 

In the past four years, more than £18 million has been pledged through a 
combination of donations, co-funding and pro bono resource to help ex-
tend the reach of the EEF’s work. Thank you to all our partners. 

SCHOOL FUNDERS’ SCHOOL FUNDERS’   
NETWORK: NETWORK:   
future meetingsfuture meetings  

The Schools Funders' Network is a group of grant-makers which the EEF has helped convene with 
the Association of Charitable Foundations (ACF), the umbrella association of grant-makers.  

Our most recent meeting, in January, heard from national Schools Commissioner, Frank Green, 
discussing the implications for funders of an autonomous school-led system replacing the old local 
authority-run model. Our next two meetings are:  

 15 March - ‘Building evidence across a sector: the effectiveness of outdoor learning’ led by 
Caroline Fiennes from Giving Evidence and Jo Wells, director of the Blagrave Trust. 
(BOOKED OUT - please contact natasha@acf.org.uk to be added to the waiting list) 

 19 May - 'Behind the Toolkit' led by Professor Steve Higgins, professor of education at 
Durham University. (BOOKINGS OPEN SOON - please contact  
stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk if you wish to be added to the invitation list)  

EEF recruiting 920 schools for six promising projects 
An online programme that encourages a love of reading in children is one of six promising projects 
announced by the EEF that will be tested on a large scale in 920 primary schools and with 48,670 
pupils across England.  

The other five grants will also test projects that have been previously evaluated with positive results to find 
out if they work on a larger scale. Read about all six new EEF-funded programmes here. 

NEW BLOG: Emily Yeomans and Stephen Tall look at what happens next when an EEF-funded trial re-
ceives a successful report from its independent evaluator:  
‘“What next?” Generating evidence, scaling-up promising approaches’ (8 Feb).  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evaluation/projects/mathematical-reasoning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evaluation/projects/voice-21
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