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New EEF Research Schools to 
support improving education 

standards in ‘coldspots’ 

“I want to shift the culture of accountability, 
so that it feels less like a regime of punitive 
sanctions and is seen to be much more 
about a professional dialogue and timely 
access to the right support.  
     “It also - crucially - requires us to build a 
culture where we put evidence at the very 
core of everything we do. So I want to work 
closely with the Education Endowment Foun-
dation and organisations like it, to support 
the shift from generating evidence to imple-
menting it.  
     “It is by really placing ‘what works’ at the 
heart of classroom practice, and embedding 
this within our approach to professional de-
velopment and school improvement - includ-
ing in the new EEF research schools - that 
we will ensure that we have an impact where 
it is needed most.” 

The Rt Hon. Justine Greening MP  
Secretary of State for Education 

"Improving educational standards in 
‘coldspots’ is one of the biggest challenges 
we face in our drive to improve social mobili-
ty.  
     “While evidence of ‘what works’ is one of 
our most useful tools to do this, we know 
that research on its own is not enough to 
make a difference in the classroom.  
     “Our new Research Schools will use their 
own expertise and experiences to provide 
strong leadership and guidance to schools in 
each Opportunity Area, supporting their 
colleagues to use research to improve pupil 
outcomes.  
     “No-one is better-placed to support 
schools in doing this than teachers them-
selves." 

Sir Kevan Collins 
Chief Executive, EEF 

  We recently sought applications for 6 more schools to become Research 
Schools from September 2017, bringing the network total to 11.  

We are now looking for an additional 12 schools to support the 12 Opportunity 
Areas from September 2017.  

The 12 Opportunity Areas are: Blackpool, Bradford, Derby, Doncaster, Fen-
lands and East Cambridgeshire, Hastings, Ipswich, Norwich, Oldham, 
Scarborough, Stoke and West Somerset.  

The deadline for applying to become a Research School is 31st March 2017.  
Details here. More information on Research Schools can be found at: 
www.researchschool.org.uk. 

The Research Schools Net-
work is set to expand as the 
result of a new £3.5 million 
programme that will see the 
EEF establish a Research 
School for each of the 12 
‘Opportunity Areas’, where 
government efforts will be 
focused to improve social 
mobility. 

The Research Schools will 
become a focal-point for evi-
dence-based practice in their 
region. They’ll use their exper-
tise to each support up to 100 
schools by: 

* offering regular communica-
tion and events; 

* providing training and profes-
sional development for senior 
leaders and teachers; and 

* supporting schools to devel-
op innovative ways of improv-
ing teaching and learning and 
how to evaluate their impact. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/our-work/research-schools/
http://www.researchschool.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-38655108


If you are interested in partnering with us, please do  
get in touch:  
Stephen Tall | Director of Development &  
Communications, EEF 
T: 020 7802 0641 E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by 
The Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust 
(now part of Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 

 

 

 
with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 

 

 

The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated  
What Works Centre for Education. 
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NEW on the EEF blog (click to read): 

Schools have learnt what works; now it’s time to do what 
works - Dr Lee Elliot Major and James Turner led the Sutton 
Trust's bid to set up the EEF (in partnership with Impetus-PEF). 
Here, they reflect on what's been learned and what's next on 
the EEF's agenda (11 Jan) 

Review, revise and refresh - Danielle Mason introduces the 
latest updates to our Teaching and Learning Toolkit (21 Feb) 

The Teaching and Learning Toolkit: what are the risks and 
how do we address them? - summarising complex information 
is challenging. Here we look at the most commonly cited risks 
with our Toolkit and explain how we address them (10 Mar) 

SCHOOL FUNDERS’ NETWORK: next two meetingsSCHOOL FUNDERS’ NETWORK: next two meetings  
The Schools Funders Network is 
open to grant-makers with an active 
interest in funding work to address 
educational disadvantage within state
-funded schools and colleges for 
children and young people aged 5-18. 
It is convened by the EEF with the 
Association of Charitable Founda-
tions (ACF). The focus of the group is 
on practical learning from our grant-
funded projects, identifying ‘what 
next?’ steps with the aim of greater 
collaboration between funders. 

28th March 2017—‘Comparing global education. OR: Everything 
you wanted to know about PISA but were afraid to ask!’ - led by Dr 
John Jerrim, UCL Institute of Education 

In this session, Dr Jerrim will guide us through the latest PISA re-
sults. What they measure and what they can tell us (as well as what 
they can’t) about how British schools compare internationally.  

20th June 2017—The new Chartered College of Teaching, with its 
founding chief executive Prof. Dame Alison Peacock, previously 
Executive Headteacher of The Wroxham School. 

Hear directly from Dame Alison how she hopes to put the College’s 
mission – ‘A new organisation, run by teachers for teachers’ – into 
practice. 

School funding: EEF and Sutton Trust 
respond to national funding formula 
consultation 

Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman of the EEF and of the 
Sutton Trust, comments:  

“While we welcome plans for a fair and transparent funding system, 
the Government proposals do not do enough to recognise the double 
disadvantage that pupils from poor homes and deprived neighbour-
hoods face. It is particularly concerning that schools serving poorer 
pupils in London look set to lose out. We are worried that this could 
jeopardise the work that schools in the capital have done to improve 
results for poor pupils.” 

You can read our response in full here. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/news-school-funding-proposals-will-not-address-the-double-disadvantage-face/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit-what-are-the-risks-and-how-do-we-address/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/review-revise-and-refresh/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/schools-have-learnt-what-works-now-its-time-to-do-what-works/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn/?ref=bookmarks
mailto@stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-education-endowment-foundation
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5-jDNhzw1ySqP42gCv23IQ
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk

