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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

EEF, Bell Foundation and Unbound Philanthropy 
join forces to launch new £2m fund to improve 
outcomes for EAL pupils 
Strategies to boost attainment for pupils who speak English as an 
additional language (EAL) will be tested in a new £2m funding 
round launched by the EEF, the Bell Foundation and Unbound 
Philanthropy. Read more here. 

Successfully funded trials will be independently evaluated across large 
numbers of English schools. The results will help to build an evidence 
base of the most effective ways to improve the attainment of those 
groups of EAL pupils most at risk of under-achievement. 

The fund builds on previous research from the University of Oxford, 
commissioned by the three funders, that looked at the academic 
achievement of EAL pupils. 

The ground-breaking reports found that there is a massive variation in 
the results achieved by pupils classified as EAL. While many EAL 
pupils catch-up with their peers by the age of 16, average attainment 
figures mask a huge range of different outcomes. The report showed 
that certain factors - such as arriving mid-way through Key Stage 2 - 
contribute to low-achievement.  

The results of the evaluations will be added to the Sutton Trust-EEF 
Teaching and Learning Toolkit, a resource used by almost half of all 
school leaders, which offers schools an accessible summary of 
educational research to inform their decision-making. 

The three funders are inviting applications from not-for-profit 
organisations such as mainstream primary or secondary schools, 
charities, local authorities or social enterprises. All applicants should 
have an interest in raising the attainment of disadvantaged EAL pupils. 

“Improving the attainment of students 
without English as a first language enables 

them to thrive and engage with the 
community and country they live in. In order 

for schools and teachers to do this most 
effectively, it’s absolutely vital that they 

have access to high-quality evidence of what 
does and doesn’t work.” 
Dr Kevan Collins, EEF 

“We know that average attainment figures 
mask a huge range of outcomes for pupils 

who speak a language in addition to English 
and that certain groups have especially poor 
outcomes. I’m delighted that, together with 
the EEF and Unbound Philanthropy, we are 

able to make a significant commitment to 
finding the best methods to improve learning 

for those groups most at risk of 
underachievement.” 

Diana Sutton, The Bell Foundation 

Another 400 schools to take part in 5 ground-breaking new trials 
 

The latest set of EEF-funded trials include: 
- a programme designed to address pupils’ misconceptions about algebra and fractions; 
- professional support to help school leaders access experts who can help address practical issues; 
- a programme for teachers aimed at embedding key principles of formative assessment; 
- a parental engagement programme called FAST designed to improve parents’ confidence/skills; 
- a Maths programme which aims to improve children’s understanding of numbers . 
 

All have evidence of promise - the EEF will now be rigorously testing their impact on educational 
achievement, particularly for the most disadvantaged children. Read more here. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-tackling-under-achievement-among-at-risk-eal-pupils-a-case-study-i/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-recruiting-schools-for-5-groundbreaking-new-trials/


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by The 
Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 
… with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 
 
 
 
The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children. 

CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation  

9th Floor, Millbank Tower  
21-24 Millbank  

London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 

 

    twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn         facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn 
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New EEF trials show  
+3 months’ boost for children 
in Science and Numeracy  
Asking Year 5 pupils ‘big questions’, such as how do we 
know the earth is a sphere or the person next to us is alive, 
can boost their knowledge and understanding of science.  

This is according to the results of a new report of Thinking, Doing, 
Talking Science, funded by the EEF and delivered by Science Oxford 
and Oxford Brookes University. It was independently evaluated by the 
Institute for Effective Education at the University of York as a 
randomised controlled trial involving 1,500 Year 5 pupils across 42 
schools.  

Pupils participating in the trial saw their science scores increase by 
three additional months and the positive effects of the programme look 
to be particularly pronounced for disadvantaged students. Attitudes 
towards science improved too, with half of pupils reporting they found 
science lessons interesting, compared with 37% of pupils who were 
not involved in the intervention.  

At a cost of just £234 per school, the results suggest it could be a 
promising and effective way for schools to spend their Pupil Premium 

and improve science results, particularly for disadvantaged pupils.  

Also published are the results of Improving Numeracy and Literacy, 
another EEF-funded trial focused on effective teaching. The 
programme of teacher training and teaching materials is accompanied 
by a series of computer games designed to help engage pupils with 
their learning. It focuses on promoting children’s mathematical 
reasoning and the EEF evaluation found it to have a positive impact on 
primary pupils’ numeracy skills, with their attainment in this area 
improved by three months.  

These new results are from two of 10 evaluation reports published by 
the EEF in June. All the results will be used to inform the Sutton Trust-
EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit, used by nearly half of all school 
leaders.  Read more here. 

“It’s great to see that our trial of Thinking, Doing, Talking 
Science had a positive impact on results and attitudes by 

getting pupils to think more creatively.  This approach looks 
to be particularly effective for disadvantaged pupils too and 
could be a low-cost way for schools to boost their pupils’ 
science results. All of our reports will add to the EEF’s 

growing source of robust and reliable evidence that teachers 
and school leaders can use to help close their attainment gap.” 

Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive, EEF 

NEW: Early Years Toolkit launched 
The EEF’s new Early Years Toolkit, launched in March, is an accessible 

summary of evidence which aims to help nurseries and pre-schools get the 
most out of their resources, including the Early Years Pupil Premium, and 

improve the learning of 3-4 year olds from disadvantaged homes. 

“Our Teaching and Learning Toolkit is now used by nearly half of all 
school leaders. I hope this new Early Years Toolkit will have an equally 
strong impact with early years teachers and staff, and help them to spend 

money on disadvantaged pupils in the most cost-effective way.”  
Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, EEF 

BOOKED OUT! 

SCHOOL FUNDERS’ NETWORK 

The Schools Funders Network is a group of grant-
makers the EEF has helped convene with the 
Association of Charitable Foundations (ACF). Our sixth 
meeting, on 25th June, will focus on: 

‘Careers education: what do we know about works 
best?’ led by Tristram Hooley, Professor of Career 
Education at the University of Derby and Head of the 
International Centre for Guidance Studies (iCeGS). 
This will be followed by a group session discussing its 
implications for us as schools funders and sharing 
current funder priorities. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/we-live-on-a-spinning-earth-so-why-dont-we-see-or-feel-it-moving/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/early-years/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk

