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Science and Early Years 

EEF announces two new funding rounds aiming to 
boost disadvantaged students’ learning in: 

A new multimillion pound fund will test different teaching and 
learning strategies to find the best ways to improve science 
results for disadvantaged pupils, the EEF and Wellcome have 
announced. 

The new fund follows a literature review published by the EEF and the 
Royal Society that analysed the current gap in science attainment 
and found it grows particularly strongly between the ages 5-7 and 11-
16.  

It also identified the interventions and approaches for which there is 
evidence of a positive impact on young people’s learning outcomes, 
particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The EEF/Wellcome fund aims to fill these gaps in the evidence base 
by evaluating promising interventions, programmes and approaches. 
The trials, which will be conducted across large numbers of schools 
across the UK, will all be independently evaluated. The two organisa-
tions are seeking applications from interested organisations by April 
2018. 

Read more. 

The EEF and Department for Education are looking to 
fund and evaluate early years education projects fo-
cused on professional development and leadership, in 
order to improve the learning and development of 
children aged 0–5 from low income families. 

This funding round is intended to complement and build on high 
levels of interest in the Nuffield Foundation and EEF’s recent 
call for proposals to test promising interventions in the early 
years through rigorous evaluation.  

This round will bring complementary funding and a specific fo-
cus on professional development. It is also intended to encour-
age bids from schools and early years settings that have prom-
ising approaches that could be developed, tested and adopted 
more widely.  

Read more. 

Over 10,000 schools, nurseries, and colleges. More than 

ONE MILION children and young people. 

Thank you to all those helping us test the impact of 160 high-potential projects 
which aim to close the attainment gap. Special thanks to our partners this year: 
Wellcome Trust, Royal Society, Nuffield Foundation, J.P.Morgan, Careers & En-
terprise Company and Bank of America Merrill Lynch, the RSA, and the Institute 
for Effective Education.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/support-us/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/fund-to-boost-science-results/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/how-to-apply/themed-rounds/early-years-funding-round/


If you are interested in partnering with us, please do  
get in touch:  
Stephen Tall | Director of Development &  
Communications, EEF 
T: 020 7802 0641 E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by 
The Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust 
(now part of Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 

 

 

 
with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 

 

 

The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated  
What Works Centre for Education. 
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New Government social 
mobility action plan “puts 
evidence at the heart of 
everything we do” 

Education secretary Justine Greening has 
unveiled her new social mobility plan, Unlock-
ing Talent, Fulfilling Potential, designed to 
boost outcomes for disadvantaged young 
people: 

Read more. 

A new study will find out if bitesize tests and short handwritten ex-
ercises can help teenagers to pass their GCSE English resits, the 
EEF and J.P. Morgan have announced.  

'Assess for Success' is the fourth trial funded as part of a joint £5 million 
initiative to find the best ways to support the hundreds of thousands of 
young people who leave formal education each year without having 
achieved a good pass in English or maths at GCSE. Since September 
2017, the first three trials have reached over 50 colleges and training 

providers in England and thousands of learners. Read more. 

“In 2016, only 1-in-4 teenagers made the grade in English 
and Maths after sitting their GCSE exam a second time.  We 
have to get more and better evidence of which teaching and 

learning strategies work for 16-18 year olds if we want to 
give all young people the skills they need to thrive in life.” 

Sir Kevan Collins, Chief Executive of the EEF 

“At J.P. Morgan, we recognize that Maths and English are 
important gateway subjects to better quality career pathways 

which are crucial for young people to transition into good 
quality employment. Today’s announcement marks the next 
exciting step in our New Skills for Youth’s UK programme 

which is dedicated to helping support young people from all 
backgrounds access economic opportunity globally.” 

Hang Ho, Head of the JPMorgan Chase Foundation in 

Post-16: Can bitesize tests help 
teenagers pass GCSE resits? 

Firstly, we will put a central focus 
on identifying and spreading ‘what 
works’, putting evidence at the heart 
of everything we do. The key chal-
lenge is now to spread what is 
working right here in this country to 
the areas and people that can benefit 
most. To achieve this, we will em-
bed a clear focus on evidence-based 
practice – directly informed by 
‘what works’ centres such as the 
Education Endowment Founda-
tion (EEF) – into our programmes 
and activity. And in turn, we will 
ensure rigorous evaluation of our 
approaches, helping to build the evi-
dence base further and allowing us 
to monitor progress and adjust ac-
cordingly.  

EEF and RSA announce five Learning About Culture trials 

The Learning About Culture programme includes 
five different projects – including whole-class 
music, drama sessions, and illustration – which 
will reach 9,000 pupils in 400 schools across 
England. Each will be evaluated to test their im-
pact on academic attainment, as well as on skills and behaviours like 
resilience, self-confidence and creativity. Read more. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-welcomes-social-mobility-action-plan/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/new-trial-can-bitesize-tests-help-teens-pass-gcse-resits/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/400-schools-wanted-for-cultural-learning-trials/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn
mailto:info@eefoundation.org.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-education-endowment-foundation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5-jDNhzw1ySqP42gCv23IQ
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk



