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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

Can physical fitness improve academic achievement? 
Would teenagers do better in their exams if they could 
sleep in and start school later?  

     These questions will be part of a multi-million pound re-
search project, funded by the Wellcome Trust and the Education 
Endowment Foundation (EEF), to investigate a variety of ways 
neuroscience might improve teaching and learning in the UK. 

     Thousands of pupils across England will take part in a series 
of randomised controlled trials after the Wellcome Trust and the 
EEF identified a need for more robust evidence about how neu-
roscience relates to learning in order to support teachers and 
schools keen to use the science.  

     Six projects have been awarded grants, totalling almost 
£4million. In addition to the total spent on grants, funding will 
also be provided to ensure the rigorous and independent evalu-
ation of all of the projects. 

“Our growing understand-
ing of how the brain ac-
quires and processes infor-
mation has great potential 
to improve teaching and 
learning. We know that 
many teachers are keen to 
try new approaches based 

on neuroscience; however, we have so far lacked 
evidence about what will actually be beneficial to 
their students. We are delighted to be able to sup-
port an exciting range of projects that will test the 
benefits of educational approaches informed by 
neuroscience and help to build the evidence base 
on how to improve educational outcomes.” 

Dr Hilary Leevers, Wellcome Trust  

Education and Neuroscience: 

EEF and Wellcome Trust join 
forces to fund 6 new trials 

“We’re delighted to be re-
searching these cutting 
edge strategies based on the 
latest knowledge in neuro-
science. Our mission at the 
EEF is to narrow the attain-
ment gap between pupils 
eligible for free school 

meals and their more affluent peers. By funding 
large scale controlled trials of these interventions 
and using independent evaluators to assess them 
we hope to develop a significant body of evidence 
that can be used by teachers and school leaders to 
improve attainment, especially for disadvantaged 
pupils.” 

Dr Kevan Collins, EEF 

Click here to read about all 6 projects 

Latest EEF Annual Report published 

Covering the year 2013-14, this  
38-page report  details EEF  
activity, including £14.8 million  
committed for 26 projects involving 
some 2,000 schools and reaching 
264,000 pupils.   
To read on, click here... 

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/projects-a-z/?tile=2&ids=0|741|740|739|738|742|737
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/uploads/pdf/EEF_Annual_Report_2013-14.pdf


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by The 
Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 
… with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 
 
 
 
The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children. 

CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation  

9th Floor, Millbank Tower  
21-24 Millbank  

London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 
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THE EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION IS A CHARITY AND A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, REGISTERED IN ENGLAND : NO. 1142111 

If you go to a doctor and he pre-
scribes you a medicine there are two 
fundamental things you can take for 
granted: that it has been extensively 
tested to make sure it’s safe and has 
undergone clinical trials to make 
sure it works. ... Now compare this 
to the world of education. ... From 
how children are taught to read and 
write, to the debate over grammar 
schools versus comprehensives, or 
innovations such as teaching assis-
tants, reliable evidence has rarely 
featured in education policy. ...  
     Finally, though, that is beginning 
to change. In 2011 the Government 
began funding an organisation called 
the Education Endowment Founda-
tion (EFE) in an attempt to bring 
some of the academic rigour of med-
icine to teaching. And three years on 
it is beginning to come up with test-
ed results – some of which are sur-
prising and some of which overturn 
years of orthodoxy. 
     Take for example setting and 
streaming according to ability. The 
EEF research suggests that while 
ability grouping may benefit higher 
attaining pupils it is detrimental to 
the learning of mid-range and lower 
attaining learners. On average, stud-
ies show that higher attaining learn-
ers make between one and two addi-
tional months’ progress when set or 
streamed compared to when taught 
in mixed ability groups. But this is 
more than outweighed by the longer 

term negative effect of streaming on 
the attitudes and engagement of mid-
dle- to low-attaining pupils, which 
the research concluded damages con-
fidence and discourages the belief 
attainment can be improved through 
effort.  
     Or take the introduction of teach-
ing assistants ... despite the cost, evi-
dence suggests classrooms where 
teaching assistants provide support 
do not outperform those in one 
where only a teacher is present. Not 
only that but children with special 
educational needs who are supported 
by a teaching assistant often get less 
attention from the lead teacher and 
can achieve less as a result. 
     Those are just two examples but 
the EEF has now analysed evidence 
covering over 30 teaching methods, 
innovations and extra-curricular add-
ons to speed up learning and has 
created a tool-kit for schools that 
allows head teachers to assess the 
evidence.  
     There is still a long way to go. 
And the research is not so blunt as to 
say, for example, that there should 
be no teaching assistants and no 
streaming. But it does question – and 
will provide evidence for – how 
schools should use these interven-
tions effectively. Such rigour is long 
overdue. 
 
To read  this article in full, click 
here... 

PROFILES THE EEF 

Oliver Wright, 26 November 2014 

Recent EEF events... 

John List, professor of economics at Chicago 
University and co-author of The Why Axis, 
spoke to an audience of 120+ at an EEF-hosted 
lecture ‘Using Field Experiments To Revolution-
ize Education’ in October. Read our blog ac-
count  of the event here... 

Our latest School Funders’ Network meeting 
attracted 30 grant-makers for discussion of pa-
rental engagement, followed by a funder collab-
oration ‘speed-matching’. Get in touch with Ste-
phen Tall for further information... 

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/ability-grouping/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/teaching-assistants/
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/you-wouldnt-give-your-child-untested-medicine-so-why-would-you-give-them-an-untested-education-9884414.html
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-incentives-and-education-what-we-can-learn-from-trials-in-schools/
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/educendowfoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn

