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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and
Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive

Dear Friend, 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.

School Funders’ Network: fourth meeting to focus on 
innovation and to hear from current Headteacher… 
Come along for a lively discussion with fellow grant-makers, all with an active 
interest in funding work within state schools to address educational disad-
vantage. The School Funders’ Network is jointly convened by the EEF and the 
Association of Charitable Foundations. 
Please contact Stephen Tall for further details. 
Tuesday, 1st July, from 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. Venue: nr King’s Cross. 

Four ground-breaking trials, to investigate the 
best ways of getting teachers to engage with 
research and improve pupils’ attainment, have 
been announced by the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF). They will involve over 8,000 
schools across England and cost £1.8m.

Millions of pounds are spent every year in the UK 
researching teaching and learning, and 
investigating how to improve outcomes for young 
people. However, despite increasing interest and 
expenditure in education research, current evidence 
suggests its impact in schools is often limited.

The studies will, for the first time at this scale, 
analyse whether using evidence in schools has an 
effect on attainment. They will test different 
methods of engaging teachers and school leaders 
with research and measure their effect on students’ 
attainment. The strategies range from face-to-face 
instruction, access to websites and Twitter chats, 
posting information booklets to schools, 
professional development sessions and research 

conferences aimed at teachers.

Kevan Collins, Chief Executive of the EEF, said: 
“The gap between the educational research 
community and schools remains too wide. Although 
close to half of all school leaders now use the 
Sutton Trust-EEF Toolkit, which summarises over 
10,000 pieces of research, to help them improve 
teaching and learning, we still don’t know enough 
about the best strategies to translate evidence into 
attainment.

“These trials are unique in trying to rigorously test 
the most effective ways to communicate research 
findings to schools. We know that the best 
performing education systems embrace research 
and act on its findings. The results of these trials will 
bring us closer to building a system that can cost 
effectively keep teachers informed about research 
and help them achieve the best possible outcomes 
for students.”

Read more about the Research Use trials here.

“A good teacher can have a 
transformative effect on a 
child’s life. This Coalition 
Government wants to help 
the teaching profession to 
use the latest evidence and 
research in the classroom. 
That is why we have already 
invested £135 million in the 
Education Endowment 
Foundation, and are working 
with teaching schools to test 
new ways of getting research 
to improve outcomes for 
pupils.” 
David Laws MP
Minister of State for Schools 

What works in helping 
schools use evidence?
Trials involving 8,000 schools to test best ways of getting teachers 
to engage with research and improve pupils’ attainment

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/twitter-conferences-or-magazines/
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch: 

Stephen Tall, Development Director
T: 020 7802 0641 
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk

The Education Endowment Foundation was founded in 2011 by lead 
charity The Sutton Trust, in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation)

… with a £125m grant from the Department for Education.

Together, the EEF and Sutton Trust are the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children.

CONTACT US:
Education Endowment Foundation 

9th Floor, Millbank Tower 
21-24 Millbank 

London  SW1P 4QP
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk

twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn

THE EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION IS A CHARITY AND A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, REGISTERED IN ENGLAND : NO. 1142111

EEF evaluation report: +9 months’ 
progress for writing project based 
on memorable experiences
Kevan Collins notes: “We probably all 
remember being asked to write about an 
exciting day out at primary school. This project 
starts by giving all children access to an 
enjoyable experience, and then uses a 
structured approach to writing and reviewing to 
significantly improve their skills.

“It’s rare to find schemes that demonstrate 
such a large impact when they are rigorously 
tested. That’s why we are excited about the 
potential this project could have in helping 
struggling students significantly improve their 
writing skills.

“We know that good literacy skills are 
fundamental to success in secondary school, 
and for future life chances. By supporting 
further evaluation of this project on a larger 
scale we hope to improve the attainment of 
pupils eligible for free school meals, who are 
less likely to leave primary school with the 
expected level of literacy.”
You can read more about the Calderdale Excellence 
Partnership project - and the other EEF-funded 
evaluation reports - here.

This trial is one of 24 the EEF has funded focusing on improving 
literacy outcomes for pupils moving from primary to secondary 
school. In 2013, some 75,000 11 year-olds, about 1-in-7 pupils, 
left primary school without reaching the expected level in 
reading. The EEF has published an Interim Evidence Brief: 
Reading at the Transition which we hope will be particularly 
useful to teachers and school leaders. You can read it here.

Among secondary school leaders the proportion 
rises to 54%. The Toolkit is an accessible 
summary of educational research which provides 
guidance for teachers and schools on how to use 
their resources to improve the attainment of 
disadvantaged pupils. 

45% of school leaders using Teaching and Learning Toolkit  

A new survey has shown that 45% of school leaders are using the 
Sutton Trust-EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit to inform their 
spending decisions, up from 36% in 2013. 

THANK YOU! 
£9.5 million pledged by partners 

to support EEF work to boost 
low-income pupils’ attainment.
Find out what some of our partners say 

about working with the EEF here.

Supporting struggling 11 year-old readers: how evidence can help
(Kevan Collins, 20th June)

Opening the Floodgates (Eleanor Stringer, 9th June)
The significance of “no significance” (Jonathan Kay, 29th May)

Values matter! Evidence alone is not enough (Robbie Coleman, 8th May)
What do we really know about ‘what works’ in classrooms?

(James Richardson, 30th April)

Well worth a read… Latest EEF blog-posts published:

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/trial-shows-project-based-on-a-fun-day-out-boosts-writing-skills-by-nine-mo/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/new-review-examines-most-effective-strategies-to-help-struggling-readers/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/new-review-examines-most-effective-strategies-to-help-struggling-readers/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/45-of-school-leaders-using-the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/support-us/reasons-to-partner/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-supporting-struggling-11-year-old-readers-how-evidence-can-help/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-opening-the-floodgates/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-the-significance-of-no-significance/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-values-matter-evidence-along-is-not-enough/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/can-you-expect-rct-results-to-have-the-same-impact-in-your-school/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
http://www.suttontrust.com/home/
http://impetus-pef.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/about/what-works-network/



