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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

A Wellcome partnership! 
Wellcome Trust and EEF launch £6 million funding 
round to support use of neuroscience in classrooms 

“Neuroscience is an exciting field 
that holds a great deal of promise 

both for understanding how our 
brains work and, through application, 

for improving how we learn and 
perform. Neuroscientists and 

educators both recognise and wish to 
explore this potential. By bringing 

together our expertise and 
approaches, the Wellcome Trust and the Education 

Endowment Foundation hope to make this possible.” 

Dr Hilary Leevers 
Head of Education and Learning, Wellcome Trust 

Neuroscience has the potential to 
improve education, but its use in 
the classroom must be based on 
robust evidence — that’s the 
message from the Wellcome Trust 
and the EEF in launching a £6 
million fund for collaborations 
between educators and neuro-
scientists to develop and evaluate 
the effectiveness of neuroscience-
based educational interventions. 

An online survey of teachers 
conducted by the Wellcome Trust 
found that many teachers were 
optimistic about the ability for 
neuroscience to improve teaching 
practice over the next decade, but 
wanted interventions to be 
evidence-based rather than simply 
imposed upon schools. 

The survey also found a number of 
different approaches and inter-
ventions currently in use. For 
example, many teachers say they 
are currently influenced by the idea 
— which purported to be linked to 
neuroscience — of learning styles 
(ie, that different students learn 
best when materials are presented 

in a particular way). In the past, this 
has led to learners being labelled 
as, for instance, ‘visual learners’, 
and having content delivered prim-
arily visually, an approach which 
may actually be harmful to learning. 

Some teachers also use com-
mercially-developed interventions 
which claim to be based on 
neuroscience despite no systematic 
testing of such products. The most 
common of these is Brain Gym; 
however, there is little peer-
reviewed evidence to show that this 
particular intervention is effective. 

The two organisations are making 
available £6 million to test, in a 
robust and rigorous manner, 
existing tools or practices for 
research projects in which neuro-
scientists and educators collaborate 
to develop evidence-based inter-
ventions for use in the classroom. 

The ‘Education and Neuroscience’ 
funding round was launched in 
January and closes on 6th May. 
Find out more here.  

School Funders’ Group: third meeting to focus on scaling up  
programmes and the new What Works Network…  
 

Come along and discuss these topics with fellow grant-makers, all with an active in-
terest in funding work within state schools to address educational disadvantage. The 
School Funders’ Group is jointly convened by the EEF and the Association of Charita-
ble Foundations. Please contact Stephen Tall for further details.  
 

Thursday, 3rd April, from 3.00 - 5.00 pm. Venue: nr King’s Cross. 

All links are clickable. 

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-and-wellcome-trust-announce-6-million-neuroscience-round/
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

Finding out together how best to narrow 
the attainment gap for EAL learners  

“We are delighted to be working with the EEF 
and the Bell Foundation, philanthropists who 
share our desire to scale interventions that are 
built on objective evidence of what works.” 
 

Will Somerville, Unbound Philanthropy 

“EAL learners typically achieve less well and this 
important work will help get a clearer picture of 

why that is and what can be done to address that, 
so that every child can achieve their full potential.” 

 

Diana Sutton, The Bell Foundation 

The Education Endowment Foundation was founded in 2011 by lead 
charity The Sutton Trust, in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 
… with a £125m grant from the Department for Education. 
 
 
 
Together, the EEF and Sutton Trust are the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children. 

CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation  

9th Floor, Millbank Tower  
21-24 Millbank  

London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 

 

    twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn         facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn 
 

 

 

 

 

THE EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION IS A CHARITY AND A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, REGISTERED IN ENGLAND : NO. 1142111 

The EEF, Unbound Philanthropy and The Bell Foundation have joined forces to 
commission a review focused on helping teachers and schools identify the 
most effective approaches to raise the attainment of pupils with English as an 
Additional Language (EAL).  
 

Find out more about this partnership and the review here. 

Together the six reports, which are based on trials with 6,800 pupils at 238 schools, 
represent a major new source of independent evidence to help schools narrow the 
attainment gap between economically disadvantaged pupils and their peers.  

The EEF is currently trialling 66 further ways of improving standards for the poorest 
pupils in English schools. You can read the reports here.  

These reports show that it is possible to conduct good quality evaluations of the 
different schemes available to schools and to use the results to inform practice. They 
will also help to inform the Sutton Trust-EEF Toolkit, which more than one-third of 
school leaders already use to decide how to spend the Pupil Premium funding for 
disadvantaged pupils. 

The EEF will publish groups of reports throughout the year. Alongside the next group 
of reports the EEF will present guidance for schools on evidence-based approaches 
to supporting pupils struggling with literacy at the transition from primary to 
secondary. 

EEF publishes first project evaluation reports 

 

Letter to The Guardian (Feb 2014): ‘Positive signs on the pupil premium effect’ from Kevan Collins, Prof. 
Becky Francis and National Pupil Premium Champion John Dunford. You can read their letter here. 

Education Select Committee (Jan 2014): Kevan Collins gave evidence at the recent inquiry focusing on 
white, working-class pupils. Read the BBC report here. 

The Economist (Jan 2014): Kevan Collins was interviewed on the issue of underachievement of white, 
working-class pupils. You can watch the video here. 

NEW FUNDING ROUND: Schools minister David Laws announced £1m funding for the EEF in January to improve the link between research 
and practice in schools. The money will fund a series of pilot projects which will test the most effective ways of translating research findings 
into changes in the classroom. The London Schools Excellence Fund is providing a further £300,000 grant and the EEF will cover evaluation 
costs estimated at £200,000. Read more here. 

The lessons from these six studies are important 
and exciting. They also represent the beginning of 

an even larger project, and a new source of 
independent evidence to help schools narrow the 

attainment gap. There are currently 66 further 
projects being funded by the EEF, involving over 
2,300 schools and 500,000 pupils across England. 
These studies (and many more to come over the 

next decade) will all be publicly reported, 
providing a steady stream of new knowledge to 
help teachers and school-leaders make decisions 

based on the best possible evidence. 
 

Kevan Collins, EEF chief executive,  
writing in the TES (Feb 2014). 
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