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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

Schools will be testing whether new technology – 
including iPads, texting parents and online 
preparation for lessons – can help pupils  from low-
income backgrounds achieve better results as a 
result of seven new grants announced by the Edu-
cation Endowment Foundation and Nominet Trust. 

The use of technology in schools has never been 
more widespread. It offers new ways to engage 
pupils and parents, and could make it possible to 
redesign the curriculum and school day in radical 
ways. Yet in most cases, the impact of this 
innovation on learning is unproven. 

The announcement will provide £3.5 million which 
will be used to work with 18,000 pupils in 260 
schools across England and rigorously test a variety 
of ways of using digital technology.  

Alongside the seven grants focused on digital tech-
nology, the EEF also awarded five new grants worth 
£2.6m from its main fund.  

You can read about all 12 grants here and you can 
find out about all 68 EEF-funded projects by clicking 
here. 

“The more we can understand 
where technology best supports 
learning and teaching the better. 
We’re really excited to be able to 
support these projects and to 
develop a deeper understanding 
of where well designed, and well 
used digital technologies can 
enhance learners’ attainment and 
experiences.”  

Dan Sutch, Nominet Trust 

EEF and Nominet Trust join forces to test impact 
of digital technology on children’s attainment 

“To narrow the gap and avoid 
wasting resources teachers need 
to have access to high quality 
information. These exciting 
grants will help identify the most 
effective ways to use digital tech-
nology to improve learning for 
the most disadvantaged pupils in 
our schools.”  

Dr Kevan Collins, EEF 

3 examples of projects funded 

 A £253,000 grant has been awarded 
to Rosendale Primary School in Lam-
beth, South London to test the benefit of 
using iPads to boost learning skills. 
1,400 pupils in 24 schools in London, 
Essex and Manchester will use the tablets 
to monitor their progress and plan their 
future learning using photographs, written 
records and audio recordings. The project 
builds on existing research which suggests 
that improving learning skills is an effec-
tive way to boost attainment and will be 
tested using a randomised controlled trial. 

 A £559,000 grant has been awarded 
to Shireland Collegiate Academy in 
Sandwell, West Midlands to test the im-
pact of a “flipped learning” approach, 
where pupils are introduced to concepts 
before the lesson online, freeing up class 
time to focus on the areas where support 
from teachers is needed. The programme 
will focus on teaching maths to Year 5 and 
6 pupils and involve 24 schools in Bir-
mingham and the Black Country. 

A £532,000 grant has been awarded 
to a joint team from Harvard and Bris-
tol University to test the benefit of using 
text messages to increase the involve-
ment of parents in their child’s educa-
tion. 34 schools will use texts to provide 
information about homework, behaviour 
and upcoming tests. It’s based on a similar 
scheme in the USA which led to a 
significant improvement in results. 

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/reflected-meta-cognition-rosendale-primary-school
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/flipped-learning-shireland-collegiate-academy
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/texting-parents-bristol-university-and-harvard-university
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/12-new-eef-grants-awarded
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects


CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation,  
9th Floor, Millbank Tower,  
21-24 Millbank,  
London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk

 

twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn 

The Education Endowment Foundation was founded in 2011 by lead charity The Sutton Trust, in partnership with  
Impetus Trust (now part of Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation), with £125m funding from the Department for Education.  

The EEF and Sutton Trust is the government-designated ‘What Works’ Centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children.  
 

THE EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION IS A CHARITY AND A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, REGISTERED IN ENGLAND : NO. 1142111 

If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

We look forward to keeping in touch with you about our work and to finding opportunities for partnership. 

 

The second meeting of the Schools’ Funders Network, jointly 
convened by the EEF and the Association of Charitable Foundations, 
took place in November.  

   More than 30 funders signed up to listen to and discuss two 
presentations. The first – Collaboration in focus: a case study – was from 
Teresa Priest (Walcot Foundation) and Paul Carbury (SHINE Trust) on 
how their two organisations have worked together. The second – What can 
funders measure and what should funders measure in schools? – was led 
by Dr Becky Allen, Reader in Economics of Education at the Institute of 
Education (pictured, right).   

   The Network aims to foster closer working between funders with a 
particular interest in addressing educational disadvantage within the state 
sector. Please contact Stephen Tall for further information.   

Calling all grant-makers to schools…  

  Read our latest  
Annual Report 

Available online or 
contact Stephen Tall 
for your own paper 

copy.  

Our approach to tackling the attainment gap... 

We think that better use of evidence can make a real difference in improving 
the teaching and learning of children from low-income families. 

     That’s why the EEF invests in evidence-based projects which focus on 
tackling the attainment gap. We test these ideas rigorously. Everything we 
do is independently evaluated by top research institutions. 58 of the 68 
grants we have made to date are randomised controlled trials – the rest use 
quasi-scientific designs or are developmental pilot projects. 

     We will publicly report all the results of these independent evaluations 
and include them within our Teaching and Learning Toolkit so that schools 
have the best possible evidence on which to base their own professional 
judgements – and we will then scale up those interventions shown to be 
most effective. 

The attainment gap: the biggest problem facing education today 
Over 1.1 million children are eligible 
for free school meals in this country.  

They will start primary school aged 5 
behind their better-off classmates – and, 
as the graph shows, this attainment gap 
will increase throughout their time at 
school. Young people with poor educa-
tional attainment are much more likely 
to end up not in education, employment 
or training (NEET). 

mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evaluation/evaluation-faqs/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/uploads/pdf/EEF_Annual_Report_2012-13_iPDF.pdf
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/uploads/pdf/EEF_Annual_Report_2012-13_iPDF.pdf
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn

