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The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is an independent grant-making charity founded in 2011 with 

the purpose of helping raise attainment for 3-18 year-olds in England and reducing educational disadvantage. 

Together with the Sutton Trust, the EEF is the government-designated What Works Centre for improving 

education outcomes for school-aged children.  

To date, the EEF has funded a number of evidence reviews each year using different methodological 

approaches. The EEF’s evidence reviews are used to inform EEF guidance reports that make 

recommendations to schools and teachers, to guide themed funding rounds, to support methodological 

development and to answer urgent policy questions. The EEF is now adopting a more consistent approach to 

commissioning evidence reviews to inform our work, specifically either systematic reviews or Rapid Evidence 

Assessments (REAs)1 depending on the needs of the project and the timeline.    

We are therefore creating a pool of peer reviewers to review protocols and reports for systematic reviews and 

REAs. We are currently inviting expressions of interest from specialists with knowledge of and expertise in the 

following areas (which will be used as selection criteria for the pool): 

• Designing, undertaking and reporting systematic reviews and / or rapid evidence assessments; 

• The schools or early-years sector in England, and the attainment of disadvantaged pupils in low 

performing settings; 

We will pay £250 (including VAT) for each protocol review, and £350 (including VAT) for each review of a 

report, completed according to the terms of reference below.   

You do not need to be a member of the EEF evaluation panel to apply to undertake a systematic review or 

rapid evidence assessment for the EEF or to be a peer reviewer.  

We would also like to identify teams / individuals beyond our evaluation panel to undertake systematic 

reviews and / or rapid evidence assessments. If you would like to be contacted when the EEF puts out 

an Invitation To Tender (ITT) for a systematic review or rapid evidence assessment, please also 

complete the form below. We would still expect you to demonstrate knowledge of and expertise in the areas 

above.  

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The EEF will: 

• select peer reviewers from our reviewer pool based on methods expertise, as well as subject / sector 

expertise, and availability, for each protocol and report; 

• contact peer reviewers to check availability for specific periods of time (typically two weeks); 

• email the protocol or report and guidance to reviewers in advance; keep them informed of any timeline 

changes; 

• collate and moderate peer reviewer feedback, ensuring that comments are clear, constructive, 

actionable; 

• share anonymised feedback with the systematic or REA review team; 

• monitor the quality and frequency of the reviews submitted; feed back as/ when necessary.  

Peer reviewers will:   

• respond to individual requests from the EEF in a timely manner, specifying their availability; 

• observe timelines agreed with the EEF; be willing to be flexible in case of delays;  

                                                      
1 Systematic reviews aim to identify, appraise, and synthesise evidence fitting pre-specified inclusion and exclusion criteria to answer a 
specific research question. They aim to reduce bias by using explicit and systematic methods. Rapid evidence assessments or rapid 
reviews take a structured and fairly rigorous approach to the search for studies, and may include study quality assessment, but are not 
as extensive and exhaustive as a systematic review. For both types of review, EEF would expect teams to pre-specify methods in 
advance in a protocol. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/


• follow EEF peer review guidance;  

• keep their involvement with the protocol or report and all related communications confidential;  

• respond to occasional (minor) follow-up queries from the EEF. 

If you are interested in joining the EEF’s evidence review peer reviewer pool, please send the 
completed form below and an up-to-date CV to Shelby Roberts: 
Shelby.Roberts@eefoundation.org.uk by the 5th February 2020.  
 
Please indicate on the form if you are interested in undertaking systematic reviews or REAs.  
 
We will confirm membership of the peer reviewer pool in February. 

If you are an existing member of EEF’s peer review panel for impact evaluations and pilots, but also have 

systematic review or rapid evidence assessment expertise and would like to be contacted to review protocols 

and reviews, please submit the expertise questionnaire below and indicate that you are an existing member 

of the panel.   



Date: 

Title, name, surname: 

Email address: 

Position and institutional affiliation: 

Would you like to be a peer reviewer for systematic reviews and rapid evidence assessments 

for the EEF? YES / NO  

Would you like to be contacted when the EEF puts out an ITT for a systematic review or rapid 

evidence assessment? YES / NO 

Existing member of the EEF peer review panel for impact evaluations / pilots: YES/NO 

To enable us to match peer reviewers to the most relevant reports, please tick () all that apply below: 

Methodological expertise Analytical expertise 

Systematic reviews  Meta-analysis  

Rapid evidence assessments  Quantitative narrative synthesis  

Theory-based reviews  Qualitative synthesis   

Systematic searching    

Critical appraisal of quantitative 
studies 

   

Critical appraisal of qualitative 
studies 

   

GRADE assessment or similar    

Use of technology and / or 
automation to improve the 
efficiency of review processes  

   

    

Subject expertise Education level expertise 

English/ literacy  Early years  

Maths/ numeracy  Key Stage 1  

Science  Key Stage 2  

Character & essential skills  Key Stage 3  

Behaviour  Key Stage 4  

Engagement  Post-16  

EAL  Non-specific  

SEND  other – please specify  

Non-specific    

other – please specify    

 

 


