
Review of evidence on early years and 

KS1 maths teaching:  

Call for proposals 

 
Deadline: 29 March 2019 
 

 

The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is commissioning a rapid evidence review 

of the evidence about Early Years and KS1 maths teaching. We are seeking proposals 

from research teams able to complete this review by the end of June 2019. 

 

The review will be used to inform the creation of a guidance report about early years 

and KS1 maths. 

Background  

EEF guidance reports summarise the best available research evidence on an aspect of 

teaching and present actionable recommendations for practice. Guidance reports are based 

on reviews of research evidence and are produced in collaboration with practitioners. Some 

recent examples of EEF guidance reports are: 

 

• Working with parents to support children’s learning 

• Improving Mathematics in Key Stages 2 and 3 

The outline of the process for producing EEF guidance reports is as follows.  

1. The EEF appoints a panel of practitioners, academics, and other stakeholders to 

support the creation of the guidance report.  

2. The EEF commissions a review of the research evidence, based around a series of 

practical questions related to the focus of the guidance report.  

3. With advice from the panel, the EEF will use the evidence review to draft a series of 

recommendations for practice. The evidence reviewer will be expected to interpret the 

review findings to help generate practical recommendations, and provide ongoing 

support during the writing process. 

Review focus and methods     

In 2013 the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) published a best practice teacher’s guide for 

‘Teaching Math to Young Children’. This guide offers evidence-based recommendations for 

teaching early maths to children aged 3-6. We have based our initial drafting of the guidance 

report largely on this What Works Clearinghouse guidance.  

 

We would like to commission a new review to provide an update on important recent evidence 

(since 2013) on teaching maths in the early years and KS1 (ages 3-7). There are also some 

questions not addressed in the WWC review that we are interested in and would like the 

reviewer to cover. These will be set based on discussion between the reviewing team, the EEF 

and the panel. These may include, for example: 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/working-with-parents-to-support-childrens-learning/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Campaigns/Maths/KS2_KS3_Maths_Guidance_2017.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/early_math_pg_111313.pdf
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• What is the evidence on the role of play in the development of maths and how is play 

best structured? What is the evidence for the role of outdoor exploration for learning 

of maths? 

• What is the evidence around talk and discussion in improving maths outcomes?  

• What is the evidence on the role of developing self-regulation for improving maths 

outcomes? 

 

EEF guidance reports are “live” documents that will be updated as the evidence base evolves, 

hence we would like the review to be completed using an approach that allows it to be easily 

updated in the future. 

 

We are particularly interested in robust, causal evidence of impact using experimental and 

quasi-experimental designs, including studies carried out both within the UK and 

internationally. The quantity of studies available in some of these areas may mean that a 

review of existing reviews is used. The EEF’s Early Years Toolkit is likely to be a good starting 

point for the review, and we will put the successful applicant in touch with the Toolkit team.  

 

Tenders should outline the proposed strategy for the review and we are open to suggestions 

from reviewer teams on the scope and priorities for the review given the timeline. 

 

 

TIMING 

 
The deadline for proposals is Friday 29th March 2018. We are looking to appoint a team the 

following week, and would expect them to attend a meeting with the EEF on Tuesday 9th April 

to scope the review in more detail. We would expect that the work would be delivered by the 

end of June 2019, ahead of a presentation to the EEF in early July 2019. At this stage, a 

comprehensive draft of the review findings is required; it does not have to be a final, polished 

review.  

 

We would expect the authors to remain involved until late in the year, while the EEF leads on 

producing a teacher-facing guidance report.  

 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS 

If you would like to be considered to undertake the review, please send a brief outline 

describing your proposed approach. Please include an overview of your relevant skills and 

experience, and an estimated budget. Proposals should be no more than 1,500 words, as we 

expect you to work with the EEF to specify the scope of the review in more detail.  

Similar reviews funded by the EEF can be found on the evidence reviews section of the EEF 

website.  

We recognise that different aspects of this review may require different expertise, so are open 

to joint applications from multiple teams. We are open to applications from teams based 

outside of the UK but would expect you to be able to attend meetings in London.  

We will finalise the specification with the successful team. Report length and budget are open 

for discussion at this stage.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/evidence-reviews/
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Please note the funds for this evaluation / research are from the EEF’s fundraising and 

investment income (i.e. a non-Government source) and that this research qualifies for HEFCE 

Charity Support Fund criteria. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

 

Amy Clark: amy.clark@eefoundation.org.uk  

 

Please send your proposal to: amy.clark@eefoundation.org.uk by 5pm Friday 29th March 

2019 

mailto:amy.clark@eefoundation.org.uk
mailto:amy.clark@eefoundation.org.uk

