
 

©Copyright 2018 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 020 7184 4000 www.renlearn.co.uk  

Expression of Interest: EEF’s data collection 
panel 

Renaissance Learning UK Ltd is a leader in the UK assessment market, currently being used by 
almost 6,000 schools across the UK and Ireland with 4.5 million Star Assessments conducted in the 
2017/18 academic year alone. These robust and reliable standardised Reading and Mathematics 
attainment tests are computer adaptive and have been built for the English National Curriculum. 
Completed in around 20-25 minutes, they provide instant attainment data charting students’ skills on 
the Core Progress Learning Progressions, created in collaboration with the National Foundation of 
Educational Research. This high-quality assessment data is available immediately on-line for analysis 
at the school level, and extractable to a CSV format for evaluation by Renaissance or external parties, 
subject to data protection permissions.  

Addressing both the Primary and Secondary market, Star Assessments evaluate curriculum linked 
ability on a single scale that runs from year 1 through to year 13, providing a test without a ceiling 
effect. Details of the tests are as follows:  

• Star Reading: a test of 34 items, testing 43 skill areas in 4 domains 

• Star Maths: a test of 24 items, testing 50 skill areas in 10 domains 

When more than one assessment is taken throughout a given period of time, this reliable data shows 
progress made by each student and if they are on track to meet age-related expected standards in 
the learning pathway. Star Assessments also provide a personalised learning plan for each student 
and contain a range of high quality scores to help measure both attainment and progress: 

• Normed Referenced Standardised Score: the norming sample size was 816,429 tests in Star 
Reading and 24,335 tests in Star Maths .Norming was completed by the National Foundation 
for Educational Research (NFER). 

• Percentile Rank 

• Reading Age (in Star Reading only) 

• Criterion-referenced Scaled Score (the Rasch score) 

• Student Growth Percentile: the unique Student Growth Percentile score allows for students’ 
progress to be measured against their academic peers (those in the same year at school and 
who have started with a similar level of attainment)  

All of this is detailed in our technical manuals attached in Appendix I, and in the Science of Star 
document. 

Please note: this data and learning plan can be withheld and does not need to be given to the school 
if the assessments are being used as part of an independent evaluation. It may be important to 
withhold this information in case it interacts with the programme being evaluated (i.e. changes the 
impact). 

With over 30 years of experience collecting high quality data worldwide, and 12 years within the UK, 
Renaissance has a proven track record of being able to deliver data sets quickly and easily as 
required for a range of research studies. Star Assessments have been found by over 50 independent 
research studies to be valid and reliable. Of these, 70% have been conducted independently or 
externally, including some meta-analysis/systematic reviews of Star.  

Recently, Renaissance’s Linking Study demonstrates a strong correlation with KS2 SATs results 
(0.77 with Star Reading and 0.84 with Star Maths). By conducting pre- and post-test evaluations in 
Star Assessment, schools and evaluators can confidently state students’ attainment and progress, 
and measure immediate impact in relation to high-stake tests. 

Renaissance’s prior experience collecting data from education settings 

As demonstrated, Renaissance has a great deal of prior experience collecting data from educational 
settings across the world, and while Star Assessments are often used as part of a wider programme 
(in particular, Accelerated Reader, Accelerated Maths and, most recently, myON books), they can be 
used separately. Worldwide, 18.5 million students are using at least one Renaissance product.  

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/science-of-star.pdf
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R61342.pdf
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With a question bank of around 4000 levelled items for each of the assessments, and no one question 
being repeated within a 90-day time frame, the relatively quick, computer adaptive tests can be 
administered repeatedly throughout an evaluation, with results immediately available for analysis. 
There is no limit on the number of students or schools who can access the assessments at any given 
time, making it a highly scalable assessment. Typically, when used within an educational setting to 
measure progress, four screening windows are conducted throughout an academic year, and 
progress can be further measured across academic years when the assessment has been 
consistently used. 

Previous projects have been extensive and varied; collecting data over windows as short as 4 months 
(12-week windows have been used, but certain measures must be in place to ensure accuracy in 
testing) and as long as 3 years, as with the EEF Accelerated Reader trial.  

External Studies Length of project Number of data points 

Read On Get On On-going (2017 - ) 2017/18 - 106,939 students 

EEF Accelerated Reader Trial  
On-going (2016 - 
2019) 

2017/18 – 7,356 students in 122 schools 
*Please note that Star Assessments are not 
the outcome measure for this trial, they are 
part of the programme.  

NLT Attitudes Towards Reading reports  – 2013, 2014 & 2016 2016 - 9,551 students 

Teach First Project On-going (2016 - ) 2017/18 - over 3,000 students in 30 schools 

                            Internal Studies  

What Kids are Reading Annual (2008 - ) 2018 - 963,678 students in 4,364 schools 

The Impact Report 2016 852,295 students from 3,243 schools 

KS2 linking study 
2017 

25,040 SATs outcomes from students in 532 
schools, matched with Star Assessments 

Implementation Fidelity in Computerised 
Maths  2018 20,103 students in 148 schools 

 

Each year, the number of students using Star Assessments increases and with an average of 3 tests 
per academic year, Renaissance collects a large quantity of data sets which can be provided to 
researchers quickly and easily.  

Ability to work closely and collaboratively with evaluators and delivery teams 

Star assessments have not been used as independent outcome measures in the UK for a controlled 
randomised trial before, but Renaissance is keen to work with EEF evaluators to provide outcome 
impact data, separate from its programmes as it has done with evaluators in the US before. 

As our referees will share, we are able to work closely and collaboratively with evaluators and delivery 
teams, and our Special Projects team was set up to specifically handle these relationships and data 
requests. Comprised of former educators and data specialists, this team has an understanding of 
research, data analytics, project management and the education landscape. For every research 
project that Renaissance takes on, a project manager and specialist are assigned. From there, needs 
are identified with the evaluators and the project team works closely with the delivery team throughout 
the life cycle of the study to ensure all deliverables are met on time and as specified.  

Renaissance are currently working closely with EEF and their partners in an evaluation of the impact 
of Accelerated Reader. As Star Assessments are part of the programme being evaluated, Star data is 
being used to check programme fidelity and take up in the control and treatment schools. The Special 
Projects team had a specialised report built that they run daily in order to be able to catch every 
instance of contamination in the control schools and report it to the evaluators. RAND commented 
that it is unusual in controlled randomised trials to have that level of contamination detail both spotted 
and reported. In addition, this impact evaluation requires regular data drops from nearly 200 schools 
over a period of 3 years to monitor that programme fidelity and take-up. Each of the data drops is 
completed termly and with additional fidelity coding where requested.  

The Special Projects team offers similar levels of support to other organisations. For example, when 
the National Literacy Trust approached Renaissance to be involved in a new study they are 
conducting, the team organised for a bespoke report to be created providing access to Star Reading 
results at domain level, a level of detail not typically reported.     

Size and expertise of the Renaissance field force 

In the UK, we have a team of nearly 100 employees, with the backing of 900 other employees 
worldwide. Such a large field force means we’ve been able to put together very specialised teams for 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/read-on-get-on/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/NLT-AR-2016-report.pdf
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R61693.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R60595.pdf
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Implementation-Fidelity-in-Computerised-Maths.pdf
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Implementation-Fidelity-in-Computerised-Maths.pdf
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assessment, with dedicated Psychometrics, Research and Learning Science teams in our US office 
and a Special Projects team based in the UK. Renaissance takes its mission statement of accelerated 
learning for all to heart, ensuring employees receive regular opportunities for continuing professional 
development. Our customer facing teams undergo a great deal of training prior to working with 
customers, including an online system called Renaissance Academy, to ensure they are up to speed 
with all the assessment best practices, GDPR regulations and the education landscape.   

Systems and processes Renaissance has in place to communicate effectively with schools 

Renaissance believes that it is vital to speak with schools or evaluators (depending on who has 
purchased the assessment) when they use Star Assessments for the first time. Therefore, as a policy, 
we do not sell the tests in the UK without at least one remote telephone training session. Each school 
or evaluator is assigned a coach, and online conference room technology allows for interactive, 
tailored training to ensure those using the programme can get the system set up, test with fidelity and 
interpret the results at their own pace. Please note: if the Star Assessments were purchased by an 
evaluator, schools would not be able to access the results unless the evaluator chose to share them. 
When students complete tests, results are immediately available on the evaluator’s Renaissance 
Place website, so there is no risk of schools not returning the assessments or data. Regardless of 
who purchases the assessment, a customer service phone number and email address is available to 
share with schools completing the assessment. Additionally, an online chat service is available to the 
purchaser which is manned between 7am and 5pm Monday to Friday, with a target response time of 
10 seconds. We also have a customer success team who reach out to those struggling to get started 
in subsequent years. Our internal CRM database records all interaction with schools and provides 
contact details for our marketing team to send out regular communication. We also host a range of 
free online and in person events to allow customers to stay in touch and further their implementation 
at their own pace. Our implementation timeline gives an example of a typical customer journey.  

If an evaluator preferred, Renaissance could offer an invigilation service where evaluators could have 
Renaissance staff visit the school and administer the Star Assessment with fidelity. This could include 
contacting the schools to set up the visits, importing the student data onto the Renaissance 
evaluator’s site upon arrival at the school and sharing the data sets at the end with the evaluators.   

Key members of staff who would lead the management of assessment projects 

Lauren Shapiro 
Special Projects 
Team Manager 

A former teacher/literacy lead in a London Secondary School, Lauren has been at 
Renaissance for nearly 6 years and has led on the EEF controlled randomised 
Accelerated Reader Trial, Teach First trial, and NLT research projects.  
Lauren.Shapiro@renlearn.co.uk  

Richard Hubbard 
Curriculum and 
Product Advisor 

A former primary school teacher, Richard came to the company 11 years ago. He has 
worked closely on our norming studies with NFER, on developing the tests for the UK 
market and on providing customer care to those who are struggling to implement the 
tests with fidelity. 
Richard.Hubbard@renlearn.co.uk  

Jessamy Hunter 
Project Support 
Manager 

Jessamy is our data specialist. Having been with the company for nearly 7 years, she 
leads on the majority of the data extracts required for the different research projects. 
From developing new data visualisations for our customers as needed, to coding the 
EEF data set for fidelity, her expertise is wide-ranging.  
jessamy.hunter@renlearn.co.uk  

 

Renaissance is a global company, as such the Special Projects team also benefits from the 
knowledge, support and resources of dedicated Psychometrics, Research and Learning Science 
teams located in our US offices. 

A transparent costing model that provides value for money 

The online nature of Star Assessment requires a level of administration to set up the site, student 
profiles and licences in advance of testing. Depending on the needs of the evaluator, we can offer two 
models of costing, both of which include the initial set up of a Renaissance Place site, collating and 
basic cleaning of the data and support to the school / evaluator in delivering the test. The price is 
consistent across types of school and irrespective of which Star Assessment test is chosen. 

1. Renaissance will consult with each school using the assessment, provide pre-test instructions 
and over the phone support on the day.  

Deliverable Per Frequency Cost 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/implementation-timeline/
mailto:Lauren.Shapiro@renlearn.co.uk
mailto:Richard.Hubbard@renlearn.co.uk
mailto:jessamy.hunter@renlearn.co.uk
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Site set-up, admin and data cleansing Evaluation Once £1,798.00 

Over the phone support School (Site) Per Assessment day £177.00 

Licence cost (Star Reading or Star Maths) Pupil 
Multi-use within a 12-month 

period £5.00 
 

2. A member of Renaissance staff attends on the day of assessments to administrate and 
invigilate. The assessment does not require external invigilation, as detailed in Appendix II, 
but this removes any workload from the school and / or evaluators.  

Deliverable Per Frequency Cost 

Site set-up, admin and data cleansing Evaluation Once £1,798.00 

Onsite invigilation School (Site) Per Assessment day 

Price 
provided 

upon 
request 

Licence cost (Star Reading or Star Maths) Pupil 
Multi-use within a 12-month 

period £5.00* 
 

All prices are subject to VAT and apply to EEF Evaluation studies only.  

Innovations and strategies refined by Renaissance organisation to support collection of high-
quality data with good response rates from children and schools for EEF evaluations.  

Renaissance understands that with computer adaptive assessments, testing with fidelity is key. 
During initial training, schools are provided with resources and advice on how to achieve the best 
testing environment. In addition, schools have unlimited access to free online webinars, and free 
customer workshops run throughout the year, sharing strategies with educators on how to ensure 
their data set is as accurate as possible. Other resources such as videos, posters and PowerPoints 
are shared on our website to help with the fidelity process.  

Within the product, we provide pre-test instructions and can even report on the precise length of time 
students took to complete the assessment in Star Reading. Renaissance suggests that students take 
a minimum of 20 minutes to complete the assessment. If a student finishes significantly before that 
20-minute mark, the invigilator may want to review the results to ensure the student has completed 
the test properly and consider whether retesting is necessary. 

Additional data collection and processing services Renaissance is able to provide to support 
EEF evaluations 

As Star Assessments provide immediate marking and feedback, there would be a reduced burden on 
the evaluation team. Additionally, Renaissance would provide data consolidation and cleansing 
services for a project management fee.   

In-house tests or assessment instruments that could be used in EEF evaluations 

As Renaissance has its own series of assessments, we have available our technical manuals along 
with key information matched against EEF’s testing criteria (please contact EEF or Renaissance for 
these). We have experience comparing data using instruments developed by other organisations, 
such as the DfE’s National Pupil Database as well as data analytic and visualisation tools such as 
Tableau, SAS and SPSS. We would be happy to use instruments developed by other organisations if 
Star Assessment data was part of the process.   

Renaissance’s data protection safeguards, including GDPR training of test administrators 

Our company is dedicated to ensuring GDPR compliance across the board with our data protection 
officer. Our GDPR Compliance overview can be found at: http://www.renlearn.co.uk/about-us/gdpr/ 
and specific questions can be sent to privacy@renaissance.com. All staff engaging in data collection 
are trained on GDPR compliance and there is a specific process in place for the transferal of data for 
evaluation purposes through a secure framework. 

Contact details for two external referees 

Professor Keith Topping 
Professor of Educational and Social Research 
The University of Dundee 

Dr. Christina Clark 
Head of Research 
The National Literacy Trust 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/about-us/gdpr/
mailto:privacy@renaissance.com
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07854 833556  
k.j.topping@dundee.ac.uk 
https://discovery.dundee.ac.uk/en/  

07974 227571 
christina.clark@literacytrust.org.uk 
www.literacytrust.org.uk 

 

mailto:k.j.topping@dundee.ac.uk
https://discovery.dundee.ac.uk/en/
mailto:christina.clark@literacytrust.org.uk
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/

