
Archiving EEF project data 

 

Updated June 2018 

 

Why is archiving important? 
 

The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) aims to fund the development 

and evaluation of cost-effective and replicable projects that seek to improve 

the educational attainment of disadvantaged pupils. A central part of 

building this research evidence and knowledge for education is a database 

of all EEF project results.  

 

Combining findings across projects will provide additional value to each individual  

project by: 

 Enabling robust comparisons of the relative benefit of different projects as well as 

more accurate cost/benefit analyses; 

 Tracking the impact of each project over time using additional data from the 

National Pupil Database; 

 Supporting wider investigations such as the modelling of the effects of disadvantage 

and identifying to what extent it can be mitigated for different groups of pupils; 

 Developing our analytical and methodological approaches; 

 Creating a unique anonymised dataset that could be shared at a later stage with 

research teams interested in the impact of educational interventions on educational 

progress. 

 

What am I expected to submit? 
 

Submitting data to the archive is mandatory for EEF trials and other impact evaluation 

projects. We also encourage evaluators to submit implementation and process evaluation 

data, as well as pilot data.  

 

When the first draft of an evaluation report is submitted, the EEF puts the evaluator in 

contact with the FFT team who manage the data archive. The submission process involves 

preparing your data for other users according to a specification and uploading files to a 

secure ftp server with a specified login. We will use your submission to archive the individual 

project and build a longitudinal dataset of all EEF projects.  

 

For that we need: 

1. Anonymised project data 

2. A standardised dataset including pupil identifiers with fields renamed 

or recoded to support secondary analysis 

3. A copy of the draft evaluation report to help us validate the data and 

any other documents or materials to support secondary analysis 

4. Syntax or Do files 

5. A submission form listing the filenames and declaring the legal basis for 

processing 



Full details of the project data submission can be found on the EEF project site including the 

specification for the standardised dataset. If you have submitted your evaluation report 

and have not yet received an invitation to the project site please email 

laura.james@fft.org.uk to request one. 

 

When do I need to submit my data? 
 

Evaluators are expected to submit their project data within a month of the evaluation 

report being published. EEF agreements now specify that the last milestone payment can 

only be approved after the data have been submitted to the archive and the final version 

of the report has been submitted. To avoid delaying this final payment, we recommend you 

submit the data as close to the final report submission as possible.   

 

In order for us to make the most of your data and ensure compliance with the General 

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), it is essential that you consider the archiving 

requirements as your project progresses.  

 

Critical early preparations include communicating to schools and 

parents/guardians: 

 what you will do with the data, including the fact that you will 

be passing data to the EEF data archive 

 your legal bases for processing personal and special data 

 other parties which will have access to the data 

 key data processing activities including linking to the NPD  

 the likelihood of secondary analysis using anonymized data 

 ensuring you have collected withdrawal forms from parents/guardians who would 

prefer their child’s data not to be included in the evaluation 

 

Further archiving actions will be: 

 collecting and retaining pupil identifiers, for example, UPN and date of birth 

 creating comprehensive labels for your variables and values 

 saving your Syntax or Do files  

 ensuring you have not included in the dataset for archive submission any data for 

which you have received a withdrawal form 

 

Privacy notices 

For information on our data protection safeguards and GDPR compliance, please see the 

privacy notices below: 

 

 

 EEF (data controller for the archive) 

 FFT (data processor for the archive)

mailto:laura.james@fft.org.uk
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Grantee_guide_and_EEF_policies/Evaluation/Data_protection/Privacy_notice_-_EEF_evaluations.pdf
https://fft.org.uk/privacy-policy/


Data submission 

contents
Anonymised datasets for 

secondary analysis

Data collected and derived 

for the project that is 

necessary for secondary 

analysis.

The file(s) do not need to 

follow the data 

specification.

Anonymised by project data 

contact or evaluator –

recoding both pupil and 

school identifiers.

Standardised datasets for 

longitudinal database

Two items:

1. Data (.sav, .dta, .xls, .dat)

2. Metadata (.sav, .dta, .xls, 

.dat)

See data specification and 

example dataset on the 

project site.

Includes both pupil and 

school identifiers.

Anonymised by FFT before 

use in outputs.

Documentation

Project documents to accompany 

the data. This might include a final 

report, technical report, user guide 

or data dictionary.

This documentation should include 

both the project-level and data-

level information necessary to 

conduct secondary analysis.

Anonymised by project data 

contact or evaluator – including 

both pupil and school identifiers.

Do or Syntax files

Instruction files to record the 

logic and process used for 

analysis and to create any 

derived variables. 

These files do not have to be 

executable but should support 

replication of previous analysis. 

Anonymised by project data 

contact or evaluator – including 

both pupil and school 

identifiers.

Submission form

This form provides information about 

the project not captured elsewhere.

The evaluator declares the:

• named contact for any queries 

about the data

• names of the files submitted

• names of any special category 

data items

• legal basis for processing 

personal and special category 

data

• extent of participants’ opportunity 

to withdraw

 


