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The EEF data archive now contains the data from c.80 evaluations in English schools. The EEF 

would like to commission a research team to use this dataset to conduct additional research on 

pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), pupils with English as an 

Additional Language (EAL), and pupils eligible for free school meals (FSM).   

BACKGROUND AND AIMS 
 
The EEF’s founding mission is to raise the attainment of 3-18 year-olds, particularly those eligible for 

free school meals. To inform this mission, all EEF trials include a sub-group analysis looking at the 

impact on pupils eligible for free school meals. The EEF has also developed programmes of work 

related to other sub-populations of pupils, particularly those with SEND or EAL: 

 The EEF’s work on SEND is summarised here. The EEF recently launched a funding round 

looking for projects that improve outcomes for pupils with SEND.  

 The EEF has published a literature review of interventions to support pupils with EAL, and has 

since funded three projects looking at ways to improve outcomes for this group.  

In this project, we would like to explore the potential of the EEF data archive for examining the impact 

of previously evaluated interventions on these pupils. The EEF data archive is managed by FFT 

Education, in partnership with the Institute of Education (IoE), and contains the data from 80 completed 

EEF evaluations. All evaluators are required to submit their data to FFT within one month of the report 

being published. As a result, the majority of published efficacy and effectiveness trials, as well as some 

pilots with outcome data, have been archived. All published reports are available on EEF’s website.1 

This dataset provides a unique opportunity to revisit published trials and examine their impact on sub-

populations of pupils. Sub-group analysis on individual trials is likely to be underpowered, so we expect 

this work to group projects together and conduct meta-analysis. This research will be used to inform 

EEF’s grant-making, and messages to teachers and policy makers.  

THE PROJECT 

The EEF data archive currently does not contain information about pupils’ SEND or EAL status. In order 

to carry out this project, the successful applicant will need to link the EEF data archive to the National 

Pupil Database (NPD). This will allow the research team to identify the SEND/EAL status of pupils in 

EEF trials, and explore the impact of EEF-funded interventions on these sub-groups.  

The research team will have to access the NPD and link it to the EEF archive through the ONS 

Secure Research Service. Applicants must have personal ONS accreditation, and ideally they would 

also have institutional accreditation. The successful team will be responsible for managing the SRS 

application, and overcoming any barriers to accessing data.  

The research team will be expected to draft a set of specific research questions for the project and 

discuss them with EEF. The main goal of the project is understanding which ‘type’ or ‘groups’ of 

interventions could have differential effects on particular sub-groups and use this to inform our granting 

decisions. This is likely to require coding EEF projects according to the characteristics of the 

interventions and their likely effects of different groups. To aid this process, EEF will share with the 

successful bidder a coding framework for all EEF evaluations that is being used for the EEF Education 

Database Project (See Appendix B). This includes descriptors of the focus of the intervention; the level 

                                                      
1 https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/our-work/projects/reports/ 
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at which the intervention is delivered; whether it is targeted, whole class, or whole school; when it takes 

place in the school day; the duration of the intervention; the curriculum subjects tested and the EEF 

Toolkit strand, among others. This database will be available in late January and more details could be 

provided upon request.  

Whilst identifying effects of specific interventions on each sub-group could also be possible, this would 

be of secondary interest to EEF because there will be a small number of pupils in these sub-groups, so 

analyses of individual trials will likely be under-powered.  

Applicants should consider methods to address this, including meta-analysis. This project should be 

completed in a way that allows replication in the future as more published EEF projects are added to 

the data archive. The research team will be required to submit the syntax used to carry out the research 

alongside their final report to the EEF to facilitate this process.  

The research team may be asked to present findings at the EEF and Department for Education.   

The likely timeline for the work is: 

Date Activity 

1st February 2019 Deadline for applications 

15th February 2019 EEF appoints research team. Research team 
starts SRS application 

Three months after team access the data  Project completed 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
 
Applicants should submit a short (no more than 2000 word) proposal to the EEF summarising: 

 A proposed set of research questions, and a rationale for why these questions are important.  

 The data from the archive and NPD that would be required to answer the question(s). 

 The research design and methods that the team intends to use  

 The experience of the team and a description of why they are the best people to do the 

research. Please describe the team’s knowledge and experience of the subject matter (the link 

between SEND/EAL/FSM and attainment), expertise in the proposed methodology, and 

experience of using the NPD (essential) and EEF data archive (desirable).  

 A budget with justification for time spent on the research.  

Applicants can apply to do the analysis on just some or all the groups (EAL/SEN/FSM).  

The EEF is happy to have a conversation with potential applicants to discuss and shape their proposal 

before they draft and submit it. The deadline for applications is 1st February 2019. Please send your 

applications to Peter.Henderson@eefoundation.org.uk and Guillermo.Rodriguez-

Guzman@eefoundation.org.uk . All proposals will be reviewed by the EEF. 

If you have any questions please get in touch with Guillermo.Rodriguez-Guzman@eefoundation.org.uk.  

APPENDIX A - THE EEF DATA ARCHIVE 

The EEF data archive contains both datasets of individual evaluations and a standardised dataset, 

which allows analysis to be done across trials. Every evaluation commissioned by the EEF will generate 

data as part the impact and process evaluation. All EEF evaluators are required to submit the following 

within one month of report publication: 

 

 Standardised dataset for import into the longitudinal database 

 Do or syntax files 

mailto:Peter.Henderson@eefoundation.org.uk
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 Project documentation (final report, technical appendices, user guide, or data dictionary) 

Within the standardised dataset, evaluators are expected to submit a set of minimum fields. These fields 

include: 

 Pupil identifiers, such as the Pupil Matching Reference retrieved from the NPD using the UPN, 

 School identifiers, 

 Pupil context - Gender, Month of Birth, FSM status, 

 Treatment allocation – intervention or control, 

 Standardised attainment test data collected for the evaluation. 

Further information on the specification of the data and an example dataset can be provided upon 

request.  

APPENDIX B - THE EEF EDUCATION DATABASE PROJECT 

The EEF Education Database will be a database of thousands of education research studies from 

around the world, hosted by the EEF.  

The database will focus on studies which measure the impact of education interventions and will be 

searchable by a range of different factors, including country, pupil age, and type of intervention. 

In addition, the database will also record delivery information (such as the frequency and intensity of 

the intervention) and detailed quantitative impact data. 

It is this detailed data which will make the new database unique. It will significantly reduce the time and 

effort needed to review the impact of different types of interventions, and to analyse the factors that 

increase or reduce effectiveness.  

The first phase of the database project will be complete by 2021, and will feed into an updated EEF 

Teaching and Learning Toolkit. However, the review of EEF-funded projects included in the database 

is expected to be completed by January 2019 and could be made accessible to the team appointed for 

this piece of work.  
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