
Terminology Definition

Guidance Report A systematic review of rigorous and robust research, drawing out key 
recommendations around a theme or intervention (i.e. KS2 Literacy).

Teaching and 
Learning Toolkit

A synthesis of evidence-based educational interventions that aims to 
identify ‘best bets’ for improving children’s attainment. It uses meta-
analysis to give an effect size, indicates the security of evidence and cost.

Effect size The effect size is the measures of months of additional progress that 
students make over 12 months as a result of receiving an intervention.

Fidelity The degree to which staff use a new approach as intended by its 
developers.

Logic Model/
Implementation plan

A method of creating an implementation plan which is clear, logical 
and well-specified. It considers the different stages and components of 
implementation, considering what ‘success’ will look like.

Active Ingredients The essential principles and practices within a programme that relate to 
the underlying mechanism of change.

Problem The issue a school wants to solve. It is important that we identify this 
through close scrutiny of data and DO NOT begin with the solution.

EEF’s Family of 
Schools Database

An online tool that groups schools into families of 50, presenting a 
school’s data in comparison to its 49 most statistically similar schools 
nationally.

Acceptability Acceptability as an implementation outcome is the degree to which 
different stakeholders perceive a new approach as being agreeable.

Reach With acceptability comes reach i.e. how many students is it serving and 
having an impact on?

Feasibility
The ease and convenience with which the approach can be used by staff 
and integrated into a school’s daily routines.  It should be monitored  so 
we can support or make changes to make it easier to implement.

Randomised 
Controlled Trial

A rigorous method of research which compares two (or more) groups of 
pupil outcomes against each other: the intervention group receives the 
intervention and the control group continues as normal.

Jargon Buster


