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About us
The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is an independent charity dedicated 
to breaking the link between family income and educational achievement. We aim 
to raise the attainment of 3-18-year-olds, particularly those facing disadvantage; 
develop their essential life skills; and prepare young people for the world of work 
and further study. 

Our approach
We support teachers and senior leaders by providing free, independent and 
evidence-based resources designed to improve practice and boost learning.

We do this by generating evidence of what works to improve teaching and 
learning, funding rigorous trials of promising but untested programmes and 
approaches.

We then support schools, as well as early years and post-16 settings, across  
the country in using evidence to achieve the maximum possible benefit for  
young people.

About the EEF

160
EEF-funded projects

number of children and 
young people reached 

+1,000,000
£96
mil l ion
total funding committed

+10,000
number of  

schools, nurseries and  
colleges involved

I’m signing up my schools to take part in a trial because there is no time to waste 
in a child’s education and I am passionate about using research to support myself and 
governors in making the right choices about how we invest our money to ensure the 
best outcomes for children.

Barbara Middleton MBE, Primary Headteacher, North Tyneside

Literacy capability is at the heart of all educational achievement as well as success 
in later life. These research trials have the potential to improve literacy outcomes for 
the pupils in your school, and at the same time create a lasting legacy of knowledge 
about the teaching and learning of reading, writing, speaking and listening for the 
teaching profession. Results from the research will feed into summaries, like the 
EEF’s Teaching and Learning Toolkit, which can inform school leaders’ and teachers’ 
decisions about how to provide the best literacy provision for their students.

Professor Steve Higgins, Durham University

A unique set of circumstances - the Northern Rock Foundation legacy investment 
and the EEF match-funding - has created a once in a lifetime opportunity for the North 
East to ensure that all primary-aged children in the region can access great teaching 
to excel in literacy. The importance of literacy in the long-term success of pupils at all 
stages of school and their future careers cannot be understated. The hard work and 
commitment of schools engaging in this project is to be applauded and the benefits 
of their involvement should be a clarion call to those schools who have yet to get on 
board with this initiative.

Mike Parker, Schools NorthEast
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Foreword

Good literacy skills provide us with the building 
blocks not just for academic success, but for 
fulfilling careers and rewarding lives. Yet despite 
our best efforts, a disadvantaged child in England 
is still more than twice as likely as their classmates 
from more advantaged homes to leave primary 
school without reaching the expected levels in 
reading and writing.

Last summer, 7,762 children – around 27 per 
cent – left the North East’s primary schools being 
classed as not meeting the expected standard in 
reading. The future prospects for these children 
are bleak: tracking the progress of previous 
cohorts indicates that only around 1 in 10 will go 

on to achieve five or more good GCSEs, including English and maths.

Improving literacy is challenging, but it is not impossible. Just about every child 
should be able to leave primary school as a competent and confident reader 
ready to make the most of secondary school. There are schools across the 
country – serving every type of community – that consistently achieve this. 
These schools make a concerted effort to ensure every child reaches their 
potential, but hard work alone is not enough. 

The choices that school leaders make have a dramatic impact on pupil 
outcomes. We see this in the findings from our trials and the stark difference in 
impact between the most and least effective programmes.  We know that what 
goes on in the classroom has more of an impact on pupils from disadvantaged 
backgrounds – while this groups benefits more from effective approaches, they 
suffer more from less effective approaches. Improving the quality of teaching in 
the classrooms is the surest way of closing the attainment gap. 

Selecting an approach that is supported by good evidence is a good start, 
but it is not enough. First, the approach needs to be suited to the school 
context; second, it matters how the approach is implemented. These 
are both challenging things to do, which is why we have partnered with a 
number of organisations across the North East to help schools interpret and 
bring the evidence to life in their own contexts. To further support effective 
implementation, we recently published our latest guidance report ‘A School’s 
Guide to Implementation’, which is available for free on our website.

Taking part in one of the trials in this brochure is a great way to improve literacy 
in your own school and contribute to our wider understanding about effective 
teaching and learning. These trials form part of our five-year campaign to 
improve literacy in primary schools across the North East. This would not be 
possible without the generous support of our funding partners. The Northern 
Rock Foundation has co-funded the North East Primary Literacy Campaign with 
the EEF, and a number of the projects highlighted here  are funded through our 
Cultural Learning partnership with The Royal Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts, Manufactures and Commerce.

Sir Kevan Collins
Chief Executive, Education Endowment Foundation
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What we’ve done (so far)

Over the last year and a half, I have had the 
pleasure to work with hundreds of teachers across 
the North East with the aim of improving children’s 
literacy.  Our first step in this Campaign was to 
publish a series of evidence-based guidance 
reports that set out practical and actionable 
recommendations for improving literacy teaching.  

The reaction to these guidance reports – first sent 
to the North East’s primary schools, then to schools 
across England – has been fantastic, with teachers 
appreciating their clarity and rigour.  Working 
collaboratively with schools has also helped us to 

identify common priorities, refine our messages and bring the evidence to life 
with tools, resources, and examples.

What’s next?
In short, we’ve made a good start. And there is much more to come in the next 
12 months, including:
• the findings of the independent evaluations from four of the Campaign’s first 

trials in the North East; 
• two new literacy guidance reports, focusing on early years and secondary 

schools; and 
• a series of opportunities to take part in new trials testing high-potential ideas. 

Campaign reach so far

+250
schools have  
signed up for a trial

+250
schools have worked 
with an advocate partner

36% average pupil premium 
eligibility for schools 
working with us

19
High-potential ideas  
funded in the region



What we’ve done (so far)
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1. Accurate and accessible evidence summaries are necessary, but not enough
While the guidance reports have been warmly welcomed, the next question 
teachers ask is, “what do we do next?”. Taking the time to carefully read and 
discuss the guidance, and consider how it applies to each school’s context, is likely 
to maximise impact. Our advocate partners have played a crucial role in supporting 
schools to do this.

2. There is a strong appetite to engage with and use research
Around half the primary schools (some 400 schools in total) in the region have 
signed up to take part in one of the Campaign’s trials, or to work with one of our 
advocate partners, so far. In addition, schools, initial teacher training providers, and 
other organisations have been keen to use our guidance reports.

3. Most teachers lack confidence about ‘the science of reading’
Most teachers that we have worked with are not confident about what the 
components of reading (such as fluency and phonological awareness) are and 
how they can be developed. Without this understanding it is hard to identify and 
plan for children’s different capabilities and needs. Later this year we will publish 
a report describing a number of useful and practical models which can act as 
reference points for teachers and underpin their teaching.

4. We need to think how we can make literacy teaching more efficient
Literacy already enjoys a dominant position in the curriculum and there are 
increasing concerns about the need for a well-balanced curriculum. It is therefore 
unrealistic to spend more time on literacy. What we need to do is find ways to 
improve the efficiency of teaching – such as through the good use of diagnostic 
assessment to identify the best next steps for focusing effort and resources.

So far, we have reached over 400 primary schools – half the schools in the region 
– through trials of high potential projects and sector-led advocacy work. In the next 
phase of the campaign, we will continue to focus on the schools in the greatest 
need, while continuing to work with all schools that want to engage and embed 
evidence in their literacy teaching.

James Turner, Deputy Chief Executive, Education Endowment Foundation

5. Making change happen across a school is challenging
Teachers, usually literacy coordinators, who have worked directly with our 
advocate partners have reported that it has improved their own teaching. 
However, they have often found it harder to have a wider impact back in their 
own school, if colleagues are not bought into the improvements too. Where 
this has been most successful schools have made this a priority and allocated 
necessary time and resources. 

It has been a privilege to engage with so many committed and talented teachers, 
school leaders and support staff here in the North East over the last two 
years.  Working together through this major Campaign I am confident we can 
improve still further the literacy levels in our region, embed that improvement into 
secondary schools and – crucially – ensure that our most disadvantaged pupils 
have the skills they need to thrive.

Thomas Martell
Programme Manager, Education Endowment Foundation

5 key lessons we’ve learned (so far)
Here are some of the key lessons that we – along with our various partners – have learned since the campaign’s launch in September 2016.
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This guide provides information about the EEF-funded projects currently recruiting 
primary schools across the North East of England as part of this Campaign. 
Taking part in a trial is not only an exciting way to introduce a new approach in 
to your own school at a much-reduced cost, but you’ll be helping to generate 
knowledge that will help school leaders make better decisions in the future.

One in three English schools have now taken part in one of the EEF’s trials of 
high-potential projects.  Taking part in a trial is, of course, a little more demanding 
than just using a new approach – for example, it usually involves completing some 
assessments and surveys in order that its impact can be properly evaluated.    
Some frequently asked questions are answered below, but if you have any other 
questions before registering your interest in taking part in any of the EEF’s trials, 
then please contact info@eefoundation.org.uk for more information.

Why is evaluation important?
Robust, independent evaluation is central to the EEF’s work. Our role is to 
provide school-leaders and teachers with the evidence they need of what is likely 
to work most effectively and cost-effectively.
 
This means we need to be able to show what difference a new programme or 
approach makes to attainment compared to doing what schools already do, 
or compared to them trying something else. This is often referred to as ‘the 
counterfactual’ – i.e., what would have happened otherwise? The most robust 
way of estimating this is through a Randomised Controlled Trial (RCT). 
 
An RCT involves recruiting a group of potential participants – in EEF-funded 
projects these are pupils or schools – and randomly allocating them to one 
of two groups (a probability process that acts like a coin flip). One group will 
receive the intervention (the ‘treatment group’) while the other group won’t 
(the ‘comparison group’). By testing both groups before and after the new 
programme or approach is introduced, and measuring the attainment outcomes 
of each, the difference it has made can be estimated.

How to use this guide

What happens to the comparison group?
Schools in the comparison group simply continue as normal.  We may ask 
them to complete some assessments at the end of the year, although the 
exact requirements vary for each trial. We recognise this may sometimes be 
inconvenient, but it is incredibly important as without their full participation 
we cannot understand the impact of the new approach. As a thank you we 
sometimes offer a cash payment to comparison group schools at the end of the 
trial. although this varies from trial to trial.

Why do you charge schools for programmes you’re trialling?
The EEF heavily subsidises the programmes, but we think it is important to 
ask schools to make a contribution to the costs. First, it ensures schools 
are committed to the programme. Secondly, it is a more realistic test of the 
approach, as the programme’s sustainability will depend on schools being willing 
to pay for it. Thirdly, it allows us to fund more projects.

Can we sign up for more than one trial?
We encourage schools take part in multiple trials over time, but it is usually not 
possible to take part in more than one trial at a time. If in doubt, it is best to get in 
touch with us at info@eefoundation.org.uk 

Why has the EEF chosen to fund these projects?
The EEF is open to applications from any organisation working in schools and 
other educational settings, such as nurseries and further education colleges. There 
are three overarching questions that guide our assessment of all applications for 
funding we receive:
1. Does your application focus on improving the attainment of economically 

disadvantaged children and young people?
2. Is there evidence of promise that your project will have a positive impact on 

attainment (or directly related) outcomes for those learners?

3. If your project works, can it be scaled up affordably and effectively?

If you have a project that you would like the EEF to evaluate, then you can find out 
about our open funding rounds through our website. 



Free, independent and evidence-based resources designed to 
improve practice and boost learning. 
1. Teaching and Learning Toolkit - an accessible summary of the 

international evidence on teaching 5-16 year-olds;
2. EEF Guidance Reports - clear and actionable guidance on a range of  

high-priority issues, including literacy and numeracy; and
3. Promising Projects - those EEF-funded projects which have 

demonstrated promising findings when first trialled.

You can freely access all of our guidance reports at  
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 

In the next year, we will publish seven further 
guidance reports:
• Preparing for Literacy in Early Years
• Metacognition and Self-Regulation
• Science in Secondary Schools
• Improving Literacy in Secondary Schools
• Parental Engagement
• Digital Technology

• Early Maths

6

Three key EEF resources for senior leaders and teachers 

Education 
Endowment  
Foundation

PUTTING EVIDENCE TO WORK:  
A SCHOOL’S GUIDE TO IMPLEMENTATION 
Guidance Report

Making Best Use of Teaching Assistants 
Guidance Report

Jonathan Sharples 
Rob Webster 
Peter Blatchford 

Education 
Endowment  
Foundation

Education 
Endowment  
Foundation

IMPROVING MATHEMATICS   
IN KEY STAGES TWO AND THREE 
Guidance Report

Education 
Endowment  
Foundation

IMPROVING LITERACY IN KEY STAGE ONE 
Guidance Report

Education 
Endowment  
Foundation

IMPROVING LITERACY IN KEY STAGE TWO 
Guidance Report

Ultimately, it doesn’t matter how great an educational idea 
or intervention is in principle; what really matters is how it 
manifests itself in the day-to-day work of people in schools.
Putting Evidence to Work, our latest guidance report
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Programme overview

PROGRAMME SUMMARY LEVEL OF 
INTERVENTION

YEAR 
GROUPS COST TIMELINE OUTCOMES

ABRA
Coventry University, 
Nottingham Trent University 
and The National  
Literacy Trust

A small group literacy intervention delivered by 
teaching assistants. ABRA provides a balanced 
approach to reading. Sessions are delivered to small 
groups of pupils four times per week. The programme 
will be supplementary to core literacy lessons for all 
pupils in Year 1.

Year 1 £200 September 2018 start

Lexia
Queen’s University Belfast 
and Lexia Ltd

A computer-based approach to improving reading. Lexia 
provides a balanced approach to reading.  Lexia begins 
with an assessment to place students at the appropriate 
starting point on the programme and the computer then 
tracks pupils’ progress as they work independently and 
provides extra practice on areas of difficulty.

Year 2 £500 April 2018 start

First Thing Music
Tees Valley Music Service

A structured approach to music education. It is 
playful and physical, based on a carefully worked out 
sequential curriculum in which songs and musical 
games are used to teach the basics of music. It uses 
techniques such as signs, games, clapping, reading 
musical symbols and rhythmic notation, and most 
centrally, singing.

Year 1 £200 September 2018 start

Power of Pictures
Centre for Literacy in  
Primary Education

Teachers receive specialist training from a published 
author-illustrator and an expert teacher from the Centre 
for Literacy in Primary Education (CLPE). The training 
helps primary teachers to develop their understanding 
of picture book creation as a way of raising children’s 
achievement in literacy.

Year 5 £200 September 2018 start

Young Journalist 
Academy
Paradigm Arts

The project aims to develop pupils’ writing by involving 
them in professional broadcast journalism. The project 
begins with the creation of a pupil led ‘newsroom’. The 
YJA training from broadcast professionals ensures 
pupils are involved at every stage of the process. 
Throughout the year there is an emphasis on publishing 
content, which provides an authentic purpose and 
audience for writing and encourages pupils to share, 
revise and edit their work.

Year 5 £1,250 September 2018 start

Helping Handwriting 
Shine
University of Leeds

Good handwriting is not solely about presentation. 
The evidence suggests that if handwriting is slow or 
effortful then children are less able to think about the 
content of their writing. Therefore, it is important to 
focus on developing a fast and accurate handwriting 
style. This project aims to train teaching staff to use 
approaches normally used by occupational therapists 
to improve handwriting.

Years 2 + 5 £500 September 2018 start

Small Group

Small Group

Whole Class

Whole Class

Whole Class + 
small group

Whole Class + 
small group

Reading

Reading

Reading

Reading

Writing

Writing Self- 
efficacy



About the programme

Abracadabra (ABRA) is a small group literacy intervention delivered by teaching assistants. 
Sessions last 15 minutes and are delivered to small groups of pupils four times per week. 
The programme will be supplementary to core literacy lessons for all pupils in Year 1 over a 
20 week period.

The trial will test two versions of ABRA: an ICT version and a paper-based version. Both 
versions of the programme contain the same content, but differ in how they are delivered. 
The ICT version is delivered through an online platform, while the non-ICT version involves 
the use of paper-based activities and the use of additional resources such as magnetic 
letters and cards. Both versions are designed around texts that are suitable for early 
readers and focus on developing phonics, reading fluency and reading comprehension.

The project is led by Coventry University and Nottingham Trent University.

8

Evidence

This trial follows on from several previous studies of the intervention. The ICT version of 
the programme was originally developed by Concordia University in Canada and several 
studies from around the world have found promising results. The EEF funded an efficacy 
study in the original ICT version of the programme as well as a new non-ICT version of 
the programme. After 1 year, the ICT (+2 additional months’ progress) and non-ICT (+3 
additional months’ progress) programmes led to improved reading attainment measured by 
a standardised assessment.

This new effectiveness trial will test whether a scalable version of the training and resources 
can produce similar results. It will also further explore the relative impact of the two versions 
of the intervention.

ABRA
Coventry University and Nottingham Trent University

Evaluation 

A team from the York Trials Unit, led by Kerry Bell, will 
independently evaluate the programme. The evaluation is 
designed as a three-arm randomised controlled trial comprising 
a control group, an ICT arm and a non-ICT arm. It will be an 
effectiveness study. Effectiveness trials aim to test whether an 
intervention can work at scale in a large number of schools.

Year

1
TIMELINE: 
Sept 2018 start

CONTACT: info@eefoundation.org.ukCOST: £200

OUTCOMES:

Small Group Reading
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About the programme

Lexia is a computer-based approach to improving reading.  Lexia provides a balanced 
approach to reading covering six areas: phonological awareness, phonics, structural 
awareness, automaticity, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. Lexia begins with an 
assessment to place students at the appropriate starting point on the programme and 
the computer then tracks pupils’ progress as they work independently and provides extra 
practice on areas of difficulty.  Pupils are expected to use the system at least three times 
each week for around 20-30 minutes.

Teaching staff receive training in how to use the programme through a series of online 
webinars and can access ongoing support from LexiaUK.  Students largely use the 
programme independently and at their own pace with teaching staff monitoring progress 
and intervening if students are struggling with particular aspects using resources that are 
part of the programme.

The project is being led by Queen’s University Belfast and the training will be provided by 
LexiaUK.

Evidence

A number of previous studies of Lexia have found promising results and the balanced 
approach, combined with the initial diagnostic assessment, is well aligned to the evidence 
summarised in the EEF’s guidance report Improving Literacy in Key Stage One. However, 
most of the existing studies have been relatively small or had other limitations and this will 
be the first study conducted in England.

We are also funding this trial as Lexia is currently used by a large number of schools  
in England.

Lexia 
Queen’s University Belfast

Evaluation 

Lexia is a flexible programme and is sometimes used with 
all pupils in a class or with a targeted group of pupils.  The 
evaluation will focus on Lexia as a targeted approach as this is 
how it is most commonly used and also reflects how previous 
studies have evaluated the programme. 

A team from the York Trials Unit, led by Louise Tracey, will 
independently evaluate the programme as an efficacy trial.  
Efficacy trials aim to test whether an intervention can work under 
ideal conditions (e.g. when being delivered by the intervention’s 
original developer).  The evaluation is designed as a two-arm 
randomised controlled trial involving around 50 schools where 
Year 2 pupils who struggle with their reading will randomised to 
receive either Lexia or the usual support provided by their schools.

OUTCOMES:
Year

2
TIMELINE: 
April 2018 start

CONTACT: info@eefoundation.org.ukCOST: £500

OUTCOMES:

Small Group Reading
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About the programme

First Thing Music is inspired by the Kodály method, which offers a structured approach 
to music education. It is playful and physical, based on a carefully worked out sequential 
curriculum in which songs and musical games are used to teach the basics of music. It 
uses techniques such as signs, games, clapping, reading musical symbols and rhythmic 
notation, and most centrally, singing.

Teachers are trained to use the approach for 15 minutes every day (over three terms)  
with a whole class of pupils as a way of providing a structured start to the school day. 
Lindsay Ibbotson is leading this project, in partnership with Tees Valley Music Service,  
(the lead partner in the Music Education Hub for Teesside), supported by the British  
Kodály Academy.

Evidence

While arts education is important for its own sake, the EEF’s Arts Education literature 
review identified Kodály as an approach with some promise to also impact attainment 
outcomes, based on earlier studies. More broadly, the review also identified musical 
approaches with very young children as having similar potential. The EEF’s Early Years 
Teaching and Learning Toolkit indicates that aspects of the approach, such as the focus 
on communication and language, also have promise.

First Thing Music 
Tees Valley Music Service

Evaluation 

Teams from The Behavioural Insights Team and The Institute of 
Education (UCL) have been appointed to conduct the evaluation. 
The main trial will consist of a two-armed randomised controlled 
trial, with classes randomised to treatment or a business as 
usual control group from 60 schools.

The primary outcome will be reading as measured by a 
standardised test, as there is evidence that this type of daily 
music approach impacts children’s reading ability. A secondary 
outcome will measure pupils’ social skills. There will also be a 
cultural measure of ideation (children’s ability to generate ideas 
and articulate them to others).

Year

1
TIMELINE: 
Sept 2018 start

CONTACT: info@eefoundation.org.ukCOST: £200

OUTCOMES:

Whole Class Reading
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About the programme

The Power of Pictures is a programme where teachers receive specialist training from a 
published author-illustrator and an expert teacher from the Centre for Literacy in Primary 
Education (CLPE).  The training helps primary teachers to develop their understanding of 
picture book creation as a way of raising children’s achievement in literacy.  

Teachers attend training days where they work directly with an author-illustrator and learn 
techniques to help them use drawing and discussion to improve the quality of pupils’ 
writing. Teachers leave the training with teaching sequences, a copy of the author’s book, 
and extensive online resources to support implementation in school.  

After the training days, the author-illustrator works directly with a class of children, providing 
a memorable and exciting opportunity for them and giving the class teacher the opportunity 
to see the techniques in action. CLPE are a nationally recognised provider of literacy 
courses and resources and much of their work has a distinctive cultural dimension.

Evidence

Beginning in 2014, the programme was developed with funding from the Arts Council 
and has been through 10 cycles, each involving a different author-illustrator. The evidence 
for the specific project is limited, but the programme is based on many well-evidenced 
principles. For example, there is extensive evidence indicating the promise of explicitly 
teaching pupils about the writing process and about the structure of stories. Power 
of Pictures also involves the use of illustration to improve comprehension, which is 
recognised as a reading comprehension strategy and well-supported by evidence.

Power of Pictures 
Centre for Literacy in Primary Education

Evaluation 

Teams from The Behavioural Insights Team and The Institute of 
Education (UCL) have been appointed to conduct the evaluation. 
The main trial will consist of a two-armed randomised controlled 
trial, with 120 Year 5 teachers randomised to treatment or a 
business as usual control. 

The primary outcome will be a measure of children’s writing 
capability, which includes creative writing. A secondary character 
outcome will measure children’s writing self-efficacy. There 
will also be a cultural measure of ideation (children’s ability to 
generate ideas and articulate them to others).

OUTCOMES:
 

Year

5
TIMELINE: 
Sept 2018 start

CONTACT: info@eefoundation.org.ukCOST: £200

OUTCOMES:

Whole Class Writing Self- 
efficacy
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About the programme

The project aims to develop Year 5 pupils’ writing by involving them in professional 
broadcast journalism. The project begins with the creation of a pupil led ‘newsroom’ 
through a formal application and interview process. Up to 15 pupils are selected and they 
take on senior editorial roles, but all pupils are involved in the creation of online articles, 
radio and video production. The YJA training from broadcast professionals ensures pupils 
are involved at every stage of the process. Throughout the year there is an emphasis on 
publishing content, which provides an authentic purpose and audience for writing and 
encourages pupils to share, revise and edit their work. 

Over the course of a year, two broadcast journalists come into school eight times to work 
alongside pupils and teachers in leading the project. The project is adapted to the context 
of each school through review and evaluation meetings with the teacher. Between the 
visits by the journalists, the teacher and pupils selected to take on editorial roles continue 
to engage with the project. For example, schools can send content that they produce to 
YJA for comment and review before publication on the website to a monthly audience of 
over 20,000 visitors.

Evidence

Young Journalist Academy has been running since 2007 and has so far reached over 
5,000 students. Overall, there is limited quantifiable evidence of impact for the programme 
over and above the passionate testimony from engaging schools, hence the reasons for its 
inclusion in this trial. However, it is based on well-evidenced principles about writing, such 
as the importance of writing for purpose and audience, and the value of explicitly teaching 
pupils specific techniques or strategies to improve their writing composition.

Young Journalist Academy 
Paradigm Arts

Evaluation 

Teams from The Behavioural Insights Team and The Institute of 
Education (UCL) have been appointed to conduct the evaluation. 
This trial will consist of a two-armed RCT, with 100 schools 
randomised to treatment or a business as usual control. The 
project is being tested with Year 5 pupils.

The primary outcome will be a measure of children’s writing 
capability, which includes creative writing. A secondary character 
outcome will measure children’s writing self-efficacy. There 
will also be a cultural measure of ideation: children’s ability to 
generate ideas and articulate them to others.

Year

5
TIMELINE: 
Sept 2018 start

CONTACT: info@eefoundation.org.ukCOST: £1,250

OUTCOMES:

ReadingWhole Class + 
small group
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About the programme

Good handwriting is not solely about presentation. The evidence suggests that if 
handwriting is slow or effortful then children are less able to think about the content 
of their writing. Therefore, it is important to focus on developing a fast and accurate 
handwriting style. This project aims to train teachers (Y2) and teaching assistants (Y5) 
to use approaches normally used by occupational therapists to improve handwriting. 
The approach explicitly teaches children to plan, do and then critically reflect on their 
performance. For example, handwriting is modelled, and children then create plans to write 
common 2- and 3-letter combinations (e.g. ‘ar, ‘ti’ and ‘se’) efficiently. These activities aim 
to develop an automatic and efficient handwriting style.

The project will be led by a team from the University of Leeds, but they will draw on 
expertise from a range of partners. This includes a school experienced in leading 
professional development.

Evidence

There is general evidence that approaches which aim to improve the accuracy and 
fluency of children’s handwriting can improve both the presentation, quantity and quality of 
children’s writing. This has been shown by a number of evaluations, including RCTs, and 
summarised in systematic reviews and meta-analyses.

It is thought that slow or effortful handwriting takes most of children’s focus. Therefore, by 
making handwriting more fluent children are able to focus more on the content of what 
they write. There is also wider evidence of the benefits of good handwriting: for example, 
studies consistently show that poor handwriting can bias readers’ judgements about 
the ideas in a text. Children with slow handwriting can also have problems completing 
standardised assessments within the allotted time.

Helping Handwriting Shine 
University of Leeds

Evaluation 

A team from the National Foundation for Educational Research 
(NFER) have been appointed to conduct an efficacy trial. The 
trial will test two versions: a universal approach in Year 2 and 
a targeted approach in Year 5. The universal approach will be 
tested through a two-arm randomised controlled trial, with schools 
allocated to treatment or a business as usual control from 100 
settings. All schools receiving the treatment in Year 2 will also 
receive treatment for half of their Year 5 students who are identified 
as having poor handwriting, while the other half will act as a 
business as usual control.

OUTCOMES:
Years

2 + 5
TIMELINE: 
Sept 2018 start

CONTACT: info@eefoundation.org.ukCOST: £500

OUTCOMES:

WritingWhole Class + 
small group
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Shotton Hall Research School

The Shotton Hall Research School aims to make research exciting and accessible by approaching it with fresh ideas and 
energy. Having formed a partnership with universities and our local school-led regional network, Schools NorthEast, we are 
well placed to support teachers and schools across the North East.

Through our enthusiasm for research and our skilled staff, we will develop a range of courses, tools and resources that will 
translate research for our colleagues, creating a bridge between academic research and classroom practice. We hope to 
become a beacon for best practice in research across the North East and will work hard to make this happen.

In an often-uncertain educational climate, we believe our Research School can bring clarity by identifying and embedding interventions that are most likely to impact on 
pupil outcomes – in other words, we want to provide teachers with methods that are odds on to work.

Everything we do will be underpinned by a ‘rigour in research’ approach, meaning that we will support schools to become involved ‘in’ evidence-based activity as 
well as engaging ‘with’ it. Put simply, we want to help teachers and schools to become involved in our research projects, but also to help them learn how to better 
understand research themselves, by questioning and probing it to ensure it can be trusted and used effectively.

Louise Quinn,
Director, Shotton Hall Research School

If you’d like to know more then get in touch louise.quinn@shottonhallacademy.co.uk 

WHAT DO RESEARCH SCHOOLS DO?

The Research Schools Network is a collaboration between the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) and the Institute for 
Effective Education (IEE) to create a network of schools that will support the use of evidence to improve teaching practice.

There are many evidence-based resources and tools available to help improve teaching practice and raise the attainment of 
pupils, but it can be difficult to get research into schools in ways that really make a difference in the classroom.

Research Schools aim to lead the way in the use of evidence-based practice. Through the network they will share what they 
know about putting research into practice, and support schools in their region to make better use of evidence to inform their 
teaching and learning so that they really make a difference in the classroom.
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Educat ion 
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Foundat ion

Address
9th Floor, Millbank Tower 
21-24 Millbank 
London 
SW1P 4QP
Phone: 0207 802 1676
info@eefoundation.org.uk

Charity registration number:
1142111

Website
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk

The EEF was established in 2011 by The Sutton 
Trust as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust 
(now part of Impetus–The Private Equity Foundation)

 

With a £125m founding grant from the  
Department for Education 
 

The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the 
government-designated What Works Centre for 
Education 

Social Media

On Twitter @EducEndowFoundn

By liking Facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn

 By subscribing to our YouTube channel

 By connecting with us on LinkedIn


