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Evaluation Summary 

Age range Year 7-9 

Number of pupils TBC 

Number of schools  10 

Design Efficacy trial 

Primary Outcome Reading 

 
Paired Reading is a peer tutoring programme based in secondary schools which aims to improve 
pupils’ literacy. The intervention is run with year 7 and year 9 pupils who are paired together, matched 
by their baseline reading ability. The programme runs for 16 weeks with sessions lasting for 30 
minutes during which the older act children as tutors to the younger children. 

Impact analysis 

1.1 MAINSTAGE IMPACT ANALYSIS  

Ten schools will be taking part in the mainstage evaluation. Baseline testing will take place in 

September 2013 and scores will be provided to NatCen by the intervention team. The intervention 

team will also provide NatCen with the Unique Pupil Reference Number (UPN) for every child 

involved in the project (both intervention and control). This will allow us to match their data with 

information from the National Pupil Database. 

The baseline test scores will then be used to match the classes from year 7 and year 9 based on their 
reading ability and key characteristics (primarily quota of pupils eligible for FSM). The intervention and 
control classes have already been selected and individual teachers will then be responsible for 
matching the pupils into pairs. 
 
From July 2014 the post-test scores will be made available to NatCen by the intervention team and 
we will analyse these test scores focusing on the following variables:  
 

 Whether the pupils received the intervention or not.  

 whether pupils are eligible for free school meals compared to their counterparts. 

 We will also assess the impact of the programme on SEN and EAL students.  

 This study uses a pragmatic randomised controlled trial design assigned at the class level in 9 

schools.  

 For the trial, classes from year 7 and year 9 in each school will be randomly allocated by the 

evaluator into one of two groups, intervention or control. Randomisation of classes will be 

undertaken by the evaluator before July 2013 to ensure schools are able to timetable the 

intervention into curriculum time.  

 Each class in year 9 (the tutors) will then be matched with a corresponding class (the tutees) 

in year 7. This will done by the evaluator based on the pre-test NGRT scores which will be 

collected by the schools and the intervention team in September 2013.  
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Pre-test scores will be have been collected and provided to the evaluator before randomisation and 

matching took place. Classes assigned to the intervention group will receive the peer tutoring 

between January and June 2014. The project team will provide post intervention test scores for all of 

the pupils taking part in the RCT for phase 1.  

The results of students in the intervention group will be compared with the results of students in the 

control group by the evaluator, in order to find out the effect the peer tutoring programme has had on 

students’ reading skills.  

Specifically, we will be testing whether pupils who received the intervention made more progress than 

pupils in the control ‘business as usual’ condition. The primary outcome measure will be post-test 

pupil scores on the GL Assessment New Group Reading Test will be used. These are digital tests and 

effectively ‘blind’ as the scoring is automated. Subgroup analyses will be conducted according to 

gender, FSM and EAL.  

We will use NGRT scores to conduct statistical comparisons of test results across intervention and 

control schools. Effect sizes will be calculated according to Hedge’s g and will be based on 

differences between groups at post-test.  

We will conduct a comparison of baseline characteristics and pre-test scores across intervention and 

control groups according to schools and geographical area (e.g., number of boys per group; average 

age; average pre-test score). This will be done using statistical tests such as the t-test and chi-square. 

Any significant differences between intervention and control schools and geographical area on key 

variables that are likely to be related to the primary outcome (post-test results) will be controlled for 

statistically using covariate and strata variables. Note: statistically significant baseline differences will 

only be adjusted for if they are found to predict the primary outcome in a way that affects our 

investigation of the intervention.  

Post-test scores will be compared across intervention and control groups. Regression based analyses 

(e.g., Linear / logistic and Analysis of Covariance – ANCOVA) including pre-test as a variable in the 

analysis (e.g. if baseline pre-test differences are found) will be conducted to assess the effect of the 

intervention on the primary outcome. We may include other variables that we think are important, 

such as age and gender (if these are found to potentially confound post test associations and 

intervention effects). 

Potential clustering effects that may result from the use of classes as the unit of allocation to 

treatment condition will be taken into consideration at all stages of the analysis. A simple approach is 

to treat each class as a single observation by using summary statistics such as mean scores and 

comparisons of means such as t-tests. Alternative methods such as multi-level modelling or the 

Huber-White method which can adjust for pre-test measures and include individual children in the 

analysis will be conducted if clustering effects are significant and if the sample size can support these 

analyses.  

The intervention team will also provide NatCen with the Unique Pupil Reference Number (UPN) for 

every child involved in the project (both intervention and control). This will allow us to match their data 

with information from the National Pupil Database. 
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We will analyse these test scores on the basis of whether the pupils received intervention or not, and 

for those in the intervention, if they were a tutor or tutee.  

We will also compare the scores, and progress made, of pupils eligible for free school meals 

compared to their counterparts in order to address the EEF focus on improving the attainment gap for 

disadvantaged pupils.  

Process Evaluation 

For NatCen to produce profiles of the schools in which the project is taking place (for example, size, 

number of teachers, the geographic areas they cover, demographic make up of their pupils, etc) we 

will require the intervention team to send us data on each of the schools.  

2.1 ONLINE SURVEY  

In addition to the information provided to us by the intervention team, we will be carrying out a short 

online teacher survey in April 2014. This will allow us to gather further information from teachers 

about:  

 Training they have received 

 Support they have access to 

 Perceptions of the programme 

 Scalability 

 Implementation issues 

 Fidelity to programme.  

This will provide an overview of how the programme is being delivered across all participants. We will 

use this to select a representative sample of experiences to follow up in depth. 

Depth interviews 

To understand the experiences within individual schools we propose carrying out depth interviews 

with a range of staff members. This will allow us to build up a clear picture of how the Paired Reading 

programme is working in schools and any issues that affect its future roll-out. 

We will carry out interviews with two staff members from six schools. This will include year 7 teachers, 

year 9 teachers, senior leaders or operations managers.  

A mixture of both Year 7 and Year 9 teachers will be interviewed as it is possible the two groups will 

face different challenges in programme implementation and impacts on the pupils may also differ by 

year group. Interviewing Year 7 and Year 9 teachers separately will allow us to capture this data more 

accurately and in more detail.   

Interview Content 

We will interview three year 7 teachers and three year 9 teachers to capture their views on: 

 the training they received  

 the materials they were provided with 

 the preparation needed to implement the programme 
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 their role once the programme was up and running 

 the perceived impact on pupils in their year  

 wider impacts on the school (including resources) 

 the operational preparation needed to implement the programme  

 any suggested improvements that they had to the programme 

 their views on its scalability.   

 

These interviews will last approximately 45 minutes and will be carried out over the phone.     

Data recording 

All interviews will be digitally recorded with the respondents’ permission. This is to generate data of 

sufficient quality for detailed and rigorous analysis and to prevent selective reporting.  It also enables 

the interviewer to engage fully in exploratory and responsive questioning. This data will be transcribed 

and analysed by experienced qualitative researchers.   

Analysis 

We will identify the key themes from all of the interviews around the identified topics, as well as being 

able to present case studies of how the Paired Reading programme works in schools. This will not 

only allow us to explore the findings of the impact evaluation in more detail (by being able to look at 

any variation in implementation of the programme or set up in schools) but also to pull out key lessons 

and suggestions for any future roll-out.  

We will also carry out an observation session in one of the areas so that we get a good understanding 

of how the programme is working in a real-life setting. We may also attend one training session for 

teachers in order to get an understanding of the intended format of the programme.  

Outputs 

The final report we provide to EEF will integrate findings from both the Impact and Process 

Evaluations. We will use findings from both to understand the overall issues and to make 

recommendations.  
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Timetable 

 

Date Tasks 

September 
2013 

Matching of classes 

January 2014 Intervention begins in schools 

February 2014 Synthesis report (with analysis from the pilot) 

April 2014 Online survey carried out in schools 

April/May 2014 Staff interviews and observation visits 

June 2014 Intervention ends in schools 

July 2014  Impact analysis run  

October 2014 Final report submitted 

 



 

 

 


