
Linking learning
Home learning support from mainstream schools
Schools know the importance and benefits of engaging parents in children’s learning. The evidence supports this view, with 
parental engagement consistently being associated with academic success. However, maintaining dialogue with parents, 
overcoming digital divides and the logistics of distant learning are a challenge for us all at this time. This resource is intended for 
reflection whilst knowing teachers may need to be able to work flexibly and be able to manage their own workload according 
to the circumstances they find themselves in. This resource is designed to give school leaders questions for reflection built on 
evidence from five EEF guidance reports.

Work set by school—the universal offer
Does the work set by school—the universal offer—take in to consideration students with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND), the vulnerable, 
disadvantaged and other specific circumstances identified at the outset where possible?

Have you been clear about 
how work should be accessed 
and submitted?

How have you shared 
expectations of breadth of 
work with teachers—on 
screen/off screen, subject 
focus, metacognition? 

How are your school priorities 
around the balance of 
consolidation of learning 
and new study planned and 
communicated with staff?

How have you promoted 
positive mental health with 
parents—sharing emotional 
vocabulary?

How do parents know what 
work is being set?

Working with Parents to 
Support Children’s Learning

Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4

Improving Behaviour in 
Schools

Recommendations 1, 4, 5

Using Digital Technology  
to Improve Learning

Metacognition and  
Self-Regulated Learning

Recommendations 2, 6

Improving Social and 
Emotional Learning in 
Primary Schools

Recommendation 5

Have you considered 
arrangements for work to be 
submitted on paper where 
there isn’t access to internet or 
regular stationery?

How have you shared 
expectations of breadth of 
work with teachers—on 
screen/off screen, subject 
focus, metacognition? 

How are your school priorities 
around the balance of 
consolidation of learning 
and new study planned and 
communicated with staff?

Are reading books included in 
home learning packages?

Is there a safe work collection/
work delivery procedure in 
place taking in to account 
government guidelines? 

What happens when work is 
not regularly accessed and 
submitted?

Are supportive regular phone 
calls home to parents/
pupils scheduled to include 
discussions about consistent 
learning routines and wellbeing 
(scripted, if necessary)? 

Try to keep conversations 
positive, personal and 
focussed on learning.

How are parents  
encouraged to support  
self-regulation in their children: 
including goal setting and time 
management?

The capacity for families 
to focus on school-related 
learning varies hugely and you 
know your families better than 
anyone.

What arrangements are in 
place to support the most 
disadvantaged and vulnerable, 
SEND and English as an 
Additional Language (EAL)?

Is appropriate work being set?

Are tasks to keep dialogue in 
the home a feature of the daily 
routine?

Can you share examples 
of positive work spaces to 
encourage students to set up 
their own?

Is there a link Teaching 
Assistant or teacher identified 
as a supportive member of 
staff to continue building 
positive relationships? Is there 
a feedback system for link staff 
to inform the school team?

Are regular phone calls 
home to parents and pupils 
scheduled with consistent 
learning routines and 
wellbeing discussed (scripted 
if necessary)? Try to keep 
conversations positive, 
personal and focussed 
on learning. How do you 
celebrate successes?

Are you using positive, 
personalised, learning-focused 
text communications to 
parents? Are these ‘nudges’ 
easy to read and welcoming?

How is reading encouraged?

How are parents encouraged 
to support self-regulation 
in their children: including 
goal setting, planning, 
perseverance, time 
management, materials, 
attentiveness, and emotions?
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