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The EEF wishes to commission research to learn more about the impact of Covid-19-related 
school closures on the attainment gap, and schools’ responses during closures and re-
opening. We seek proposals from research teams with expertise in collecting and analysing 
data from schools, and creative approaches to conducting research in the current context. 
Please note that there are two deadlines for this round: 17th August for proposals involving 
data collection in autumn 2020; and 30th October for those that are less time critical. 

Background 

There is good reason to believe that the recent school closures will lead to a widening of the 
attainment gap.1 However, the best available estimates to date have relied on aggregating studies 
that are not directly comparable to Covid-19-related closures. This call aims to attract proposals that: 
1) provide a more accurate estimate of the change in the attainment gap across different outcomes
and age groups; 2) help to understand in more detail what approaches schools and teachers take to 
support children during closures and upon re-opening; and 3) assess the relationship between 
practices and outcomes. The findings from these studies will inform the EEF’s messages to schools 
and policymakers as well as informing our future research agenda. 

The primary areas of research that the EEF is interested in are set out below. The EEF is open to 
research teams’ proposals on the best designs and sources of data for addressing them – we 
recognise the constraints that are likely to be in place over the next school year and encourage teams 
to think creatively and flexibly about the best approaches. We will consider proposals that aim to use 
data that has been already collected (e.g., from surveys during lockdown), and that propose collecting 
new data when schools return in autumn 2020 and over the next school year. Our expectation is that 
we are likely to fund a small number of observational studies; we do not expect to set up new 
intervention studies through this call. 

Priority questions 

1. Impacts of closures. What is the impact of school closures on attainment? How does this
vary by socio-economic status, different age groups of children, different subjects, and other
pupil and school characteristics? What is the impact of closures on non-attainment outcomes
(eg, social and emotional development, behaviour and mental health)?

2. Practices during closures and on return to school, and how these vary by level of
school and pupil disadvantage. What different strategies did schools adopt during the
closures? How do schools manage re-opening? What areas do they choose to focus on in the
first term and first year? How do provision and access to support vary for children from
disadvantaged backgrounds and non-disadvantaged backgrounds?

3. The relationship between practices and outcomes. Which practices during closures seem
to have been most effective? What are the impacts of different approaches to re-opening, and
of programmes designed to help pupils catch up when they return? Which practices are
associated with mitigating the impact of closures for disadvantaged pupils?

We are open to teams addressing particular aspects of these questions, or multiple questions through 
a single project; but all must be relevant to the EEF’s focus on improving attainment for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The EEF does not wish to duplicate work on similar topics that is being undertaken elsewhere. Please 
explore whether your proposal overlaps substantially with other funded work (for example, that funded 
by the Nuffield Foundation or the ESRC). However, we are open to proposals proposing new analysis 

1 EEF, Best evidence on the impact of school closures on the attainment gap. 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/best-evidence-on-impact-of-school-
closures-on-the-attainment-gap/ 



 

   
 

or linking of data from other funded research. Please note: the EEF is unlikely to fund work 
exclusively focused on the change in attainment gap pre- and post-closures for Years 2-5, as we have 
one scoping project already underway looking at this question. 
 
Wherever the call for proposals refers to ‘schools’ this can be read as referring to a range of settings, 
including early years settings and post-16 institutions. Where the guidance refers to ‘teachers’ this 
can be read as referring to a range of practitioners, such as early years practitioners and teaching 
assistants. 
 
This funding stream is not designed for programme developers seeking funding for evaluation. The 
EEF operates a different funding stream for the evaluation and scaling up of programmes. Please go 
to our Apply for Funding page for more information about this funding stream.  
 
Timescales 
 
This funding round will be open from 15th July until 30th October. We expect that some teams will wish 
to collect data on school practices in autumn term 2020, which will be time critical. To support this, we 
will review and make decisions on applications in two phases: 
 

• 1st deadline: 5pm on Monday 17th August: the EEF will review applications that require rapid 
sign-off if data collection is proposed in the autumn term 2020. We would aim to make 
decisions on these projects by 1st September. 
 

• 2nd deadline: 5pm on 30th October: for projects that are less time-critical, for example, 
proposing secondary analysis of existing data, or a retrospective design. We would aim to 
make decisions on these projects by mid-November. 

 
We are open to teams splitting their proposals into a scoping phase for data collection and to explore 
feasibility, with the main research design contingent on the results of this phase. 
 
How to apply 
 
Please send an outline describing your proposed approach. Please also include an overview of your 
relevant skills and experience, and an estimated budget. Proposals should be no longer than 3,000 
words, including tables and appendices but excluding budget and references. Please include a 
timeline for the study. 
 
Criteria 
 
We will assess proposals on how they meet the following criteria (weight assigned to each in 
brackets):2 
 
1. Fit with the round and contribution to the field (30%) 

• Clear research questions that address the EEF priorities and outcomes of interest 
• Consideration of existing and / or covid-19 related research and demonstrates a useful 

contribution to the field 
 

2. Project team (20%) 
• A track record of delivering similar research projects in the field of education 

 
3. Methodology and approach (40%) 

• A rigorous methodology that is a good fit for addressing the proposed research questions, 
and that is powered to detect differences of interest between two or more groups 

• A credible plan for collecting or accessing data in the current context 
• Timescales that will enable collection of data that will otherwise be missed (if applicable) and 

ensure research outputs can be made available as early as possible 

                                                        
2 Please note, if you plan to make use of data from the National Pupil Database or equivalent, we prefer teams 
with ONS accreditation or in the process of obtaining ONS accreditation. 



 

   
 

 
4. Value for money (10%) 
 
The proposal should briefly outline your approach to data protection and GDPR compliance, including 
the legal bases for processing personal and any special data.  
 
We will score the proposals on the criteria above using the following scale: 
 

0 Totally fails to meet the requirement - information not available 
1 Meets some of the requirements with limited supporting information 
2 Meets some of the requirements with reasonable explanation 
3 Fully meets the requirements with detailed explanation and evidence 
4 Exceeds the requirements with extensive explanation and evidence 

 
We do not have a specific budget in mind for these projects. We encourage teams to justify the 
budget that is necessary for the work they propose. Given the short timeframe for the first deadline, 
we are open to teams providing provisional budgets that may be amended later. 
 
Next steps 
 
If your proposal is successful, the EEF would seek to agree a refined proposal and budget as soon as 
possible to enable work to begin. We would appoint a small study advisory board and expect a study 
plan to be reviewed and published early in the project. The appointed research team would meet with 
the EEF and the advisory board during the production of the study plan to discuss the design of the 
study. The timing of these activities will be flexible depending on the nature of research. We will agree 
research outputs as part of the project setup in order to make relevant results available as early as 
possible. We expect a final report to be peer reviewed and published on the EEF’s website. 
 
We encourage teams to get in touch prior to submission if they have queries about the suitability of 
their proposal. If you have any questions, please contact info@eefoundation.org.uk. Please send your 
proposal to: jennifer.stevenson@eefoundation.org.uk by 5pm on Monday 17th August if you wish to 
be considered through the first review, or by 5pm on Friday 30th October if you wish to be 
considered through the second review. 
 
Eligibility questions  
 
1. Will your research take place in England?  
 
Please note that the EEF can only fund projects that will work for the benefit of pupils and settings in 
England.  
 
2. Is your application from a legally constituted organisation?  
 
We accept applications from legally constituted organisations and not from individuals. The 
organisation does not have to be based in England, although if you are not based in England, we 
would expect you to demonstrate the partnerships and knowledge required to work with English 
schools.  
 
3. Would this grant be used to pay for costs that have already been incurred?  
 
Our grant funding is restricted to cover activities supporting your proposed project and cannot be used 
to cover costs that have already been incurred. 


