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The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is commissioning a review of the best 

available evidence about improving outcomes for pupils with SEND in mainstream 

schools. The review will be used to inform the creation of a teacher-facing guidance 

report.  

Background  

EEF guidance reports summarise the best available research evidence on an aspect of teaching and 
present actionable recommendations for practice. Guidance reports are based on reviews of 
research evidence and are produced in collaboration with practitioners and other experts. The EEF 
has published several guidance reports, available on our website at: 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/  
 
The outline of the process for producing EEF guidance reports is as follows.  

1. The EEF appoints a panel of practitioners, academics, and other stakeholders to support the 

creation of the guidance report.  

2. The EEF commissions a review of the research evidence related to the focus of the guidance 

report.  

3. The completed review is presented to the EEF panel. The panel advises the EEF on the 

drafting of evidence-based recommendations for practice. The evidence reviewer will be 

expected to provide ongoing support during the process of writing recommendations.  

The primary audience for the guidance report will be SENDCOs and senior leaders in mainstream 

schools. We also intend the guidance to be useful to classroom teachers. The guidance report will 

support schools to identify special educational needs and provide effective teaching and support for 

pupils with SEND.  

Review focus and methods  

The review will synthesize the best available international evidence regarding approaches to 

supporting pupils with SEND in mainstream schools. Where possible we would expect the review 

team to build on previous review work, including the 2017 Rapid Evidence Review conducted by 

Coventry University and the evidence described in the EEF Making Best Use of Teaching Assistants 

guidance report.   

 

We would like the review to be completed using an approach that allows it to be easily updated in 

the future. EEF guidance reports are “live” documents that will be updated as the evidence base 

evolves.  

 

The review will focus on two types of research:  

1. A theoretical framework of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

2. Evidence about effective approaches to supporting pupils with SEND 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628630/DfE_SEN_Support_REA_Report.pdf
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1. A theoretical framework of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 

We would like the review to provide a theoretical model of special educational needs that is useful 

and applicable for practitioners and could be used to attain a better understanding of individual 

pupils’ needs. This aspect of the review will be used to provide a theoretical background to the 

guidance report and inform recommendations and resources regarding teacher’s understanding and 

identification of SEND. This section of the review should focus on providing a concise, practical 

overview that can be translated into accessible resources. Overarching research questions will 

include: 

• What are the different types of need and how do they typically develop?  

• What are useful and accessible frameworks teachers can use to think about and identify 

SEND?  

 

2. Review the evidence regarding effective teaching and support for pupils with SEND 

 

This section should review the intervention evidence regarding effective provision for pupils with 

SEND.  

 

Key questions we would like to answer include:  

• What types of provision for pupils with SEND (practices / activities / interventions) are 

associated with improved learning outcomes?  

• What is the strength of evidence for these different practices? Where is the evidence 

contested?  

• What are different models of “inclusion” and what is the evidence regarding their impact on 

pupils’ outcomes? 

• How should support staff be deployed to maximise their impact on pupil outcomes?  

 

This section of the review should also highlight evidence that suggests certain practices are 

ineffective, and gaps in the evidence base where more research is needed.  

 

The successful applicant will work with the EEF and its advisory panel to define a more detailed set 

of research questions for the review.  

Timing 

The deadline for proposals is 5pm 18th March 2019. We are looking to appoint a team to begin 

working as soon as possible and expect the work to be delivered by August 2019. The final review 

will be published alongside the guidance report around Christmas 2019. 

Appointment process 

If you would like to be considered to undertake the review, please send a brief outline 

describing your proposed approach. Please include an overview of your relevant skills and 

experience, and an estimated budget. Proposals should be no more than 2,000 words, 

excluding references.   

Similar reviews funded by the EEF can be found on the literature reviews section of the EEF website.  

We recognise that different aspects of this review may require different expertise, so are open 

to joint applications from multiple teams.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/resources/publications/
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We will finalise the specification with the successful team and the final report will be peer 

reviewed. Report length and budget are open for discussion at this stage.  

If you have any questions, please contact Peter Henderson: 

peter.henderson@eefoundation.org.uk 

Please send your proposal to: peter.henderson@eefoundation.org.uk 

by Monday 18th March 2019. 

Please note the funds for this research are from the EEF’s fundraising and investment income 

(i.e. a non-Government source) and that this research qualifies for HEFCE Charity Support 

Fund criteria. 
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