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EEF and Nuffield Foundation strike 
partnership to build evidence base 
of ‘what works’ in the early years  

Two funders commit to creating pipeline for interventions from development stage to large-scale trials 

The EEF and Nuffield Foundation have 
launched a new partnership aiming to build 
the evidence-base of ‘what works’ to im-
prove outcomes for disadvantaged chil-
dren in the early years. 

 

 

 

 

 

While there is some high-quality evidence 
about ‘what works’ in the early years – for 
example, the EEF’s Early Years Toolkit high-
lights approaches underpinned by robust re-
search – there is very little evidence available 
to indicate which specific interventions are 
most effective in improving children’s learning 
and development. 

The EEF has so far committed funding for 
seven trials in the early years, working in hun-
dreds of schools and nurseries. Though this 
will add significantly to the existing evidence 
base, the EEF is keen to receive more high-
quality applications in the early years, which 
have historically been of a lower quality than 
proposals for school-age pupils. 

The two organisations aim to address this 
research gap so that early years leaders and 
practitioners can be better served by well-
evidenced programmes. 

The Nuffield Foundation will fund the develop-
ment and early evaluation of early years inter-
ventions that seek to improve outcomes for 
disadvantaged children, but that currently have 
a limited evidence base.  

The aim is that they will develop the evidence 
to a sufficient level to make it a strong candi-
date for future EEF funding, likely through a 
larger scale randomised control trial (RCT). 

Sir Kevan Collins, Chief  
Executive of the EEF: 

 
“There is extensive research 

demonstrating an attainment gap 
in the early years, the impact of 

this gap on later educational out-
comes, and the value of high-

quality early years provision for 
disadvantaged pupils.  

 
“We also know a fair amount about 
the strategies which are most ef-
fective for young children, notably 

improving communications and 
language, parental engagement, 

and self-regulation. 
 

“However, there is less strong evi-
dence to indicate which specific 

interventions are most effective in 
improving children’s learning and 

development. Our new partnership 
with the Nuffield Foundation aims 
to create just such a pipeline, to 
build the evidence base of ‘what 

works’ in the early years. It will en-
able organisations with innovative 

ideas to test and learn, giving them 
the support they need to put to-

gether strong applications for EEF 
trial funding.” 

Josh Hillman, Director of Educa-
tion at the Nuffield Foundation: 

 
“The Nuffield Foundation has a 

strong track record in funding the 
development and initial evaluation 
of promising early years interven-
tions. Projects such as the Nuffield 
Early Language Intervention are 

able to qualify for large-scale eval-
uation by the EEF because of ini-
tial investment and continued en-
gagement from the Nuffield Foun-

dation. 
 

“This partnership with the EEF will 
enable us to capitalise on that suc-
cess by creating a pipeline for ear-
ly years interventions from devel-
opment stage to large-scale trials.  

 
“Ultimately, this will mean that 
more children benefit from ap-

proaches that have been proven to 
improve outcomes during this criti-

cal period of children’s develop-
ment just before they enter primary 

education.” 
 

The deadline for funding appli-
cations is 4 September 2017.  

Details here.  
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http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/earlyyears


If you are interested in partnering with us, please do  
get in touch:  
Stephen Tall | Director of Development &  
Communications, EEF 
T: 020 7802 0641 E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by 
The Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust 
(now part of Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 

 

 

 
with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 

 

 

The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated  
What Works Centre for Education. 

WAYS TO KEEP IN TOUCH:  
 

 

 

THE EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION IS A CHARITY AND A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, REGISTERED IN ENGLAND : NO. 1142111 
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BOOK NOW! School Funders’ Network eventBOOK NOW! School Funders’ Network event  

The Schools Funders Network is open to grant-makers with an active interest in fund-
ing work to address educational disadvantage within state-funded schools and colleg-
es for children and young people aged 5-18. It is convened by the EEF with the Associ-
ation of Charitable Foundations (ACF).  

 

EEF announces 
first post-16 trials 
in partnership with 

J.P. Morgan 
Texting students and study supporters is 
one of three new trials funded by the EEF 
and J.P. Morgan as part of a joint £5 mil-
lion initiative to find the best ways to 
support the hundreds of thousands of 
young people who leave formal educa-
tion each year without having achieved at 
least a C grade in English or mathemat-
ics at GCSE.  

Since 2014 it has been compulsory for this 
group to carry on studying these subjects 
after Year 11, but the latest figures show 
that just 1-in-4 go on to pass after resitting 
their GCSE / Level 2 exams for the second 
time. The initiative is the UK strand of 
JPMorgan Chase’s global $75 million New 
Skills for Youth project.  

“We firmly believe that 
young peoples’ suc-
cess in maths and 
English at GCSE level 
is fundamental to 
achieving the creden-
tials for quality career 
pathways to the em-
ployment market,” 
says Hang Ho, Head 
of Philanthropy for Europe, Middle-East and 
Africa at J.P. Morgan. “We are delighted to 
be supporting these three trials and we be-
lieve their concepts could be truly innovative 
in boosting success for GCSE maths and 
English resits.” 

You can read more about all three  
post-16 trials here. 

 

The EEF and RSA, supported by the Arts Council Eng-
land and Paul Hamlyn Foundation, are partnering on 
testing the impact of different cultural learning strate-
gies in English schools.  

The organisations are jointly funding the delivery and evalua-
tion of a number of different programmes to find out which 
are most likely to have an impact on academic attainment, 

as well as skills and behaviours like resilience, self-confidence and creativity. The trials will be 
particularly focused on areas in England where deprivation is high. 

Fund-raising to support the initiative has been successful, with c.£1.8m of the estimated £2m 
total cost pledged or secured so far. This is, therefore, an excellent opportunity for other fun-
ders interested in supporting the arts in schools, and in building the evidence base which can 
create a sustainable future, to join forces with the EEF and RSA.  

In total, the short-listed programmes are expected to involve some 350 schools and reach up 
to 8,500 children and young people in the next couple of years.  

If you are interested in working alongside us, please contact Stephen Tall at the EEF.  

Are you interested in Are you interested in 
funding cultural learning funding cultural learning 

in schools? in schools?   

20th June 2017—The new Chartered College of Teaching, 
with its founding chief executive Prof. Dame Alison Pea-
cock, previously Executive Headteacher of The Wroxham 
School in Hertfordshire. Dame Alison took the school from special 
measures to Ofsted-rated ‘outstanding’ within three years.  

Hear directly how she hopes to put the College’s mission – 
‘A new organisation, run by teachers for teachers’ – into 
practice. To book your place, click here. 

http://www.acf.org.uk/networksandevents/events/school-funders-network-4
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/our-work/projects/texting-students-and-study-supporters/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-announces-first-three-trials-in-the-post-16-sector-in-partnership-with/
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5-jDNhzw1ySqP42gCv23IQ
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk

