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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Sir Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

EEF and Northern Rock Foundation  
co-fund new £10m campaign to  
boost literacy for primary-age  
children in the North East 
The EEF and Northern Rock Foundation are launching a £10m cam-
paign to boost literacy levels for disadvantaged primary school pu-
pils in the North East.  

The five-year campaign will aim to reach all 880 primary schools in the 
region in order to close the gap in educational outcomes between children 
from low-income homes and their more advantaged classmates. 

One-in-three (33%) pupils at primary school in the North East - more than 
66,000 children - are classified as disadvantaged, well above the national 
average. Focusing particularly on the schools with the highest numbers of 
disadvantaged pupils and greatest literacy challenges, the EEF and 
Northern Rock Foundation will invest £8m directly funding both pro-
grammes that have already been evaluated by the EEF with good results 
as well as new interventions which show promise. 

In addition, the EEF will recruit a network of advocates to develop strong 
relationships with local schools to support them to use the latest evidence 
to ensure high-quality literacy teaching and learning for their pupils. All 
schools in the North East will benefit from new resources made available 
during the Campaign, including guidance on the best ways to improve 
literacy skills in the early years and primary stages. 

The Campaign has two overall goals: 

1. to create  a reliable, self-improving primary school system in the North 
East which, by providing high-quality literacy teaching as the expected 
standard, ensures the maximum possible number of pupils are able to 
read and write well; 

2. to ensure that those children who continue to need additional literacy 
support to catch up and keep up have  access to a range of tried-and-
tested programmes in their communities which address their specific 
needs and which can be self-sufficient beyond the Campaign’s funding. 

Click here for further details about the Campaign. 

“All the evidence shows that chil-
dren who do not read well by age 
eleven have significantly less 
chance of achieving good GCSEs 
and of moving into work. We 
hope this Campaign will help to 
break a cycle of poor literacy 

amongst disadvantaged children in the North East, and 
improve the lives and employability of young people 
across our region.” 
Dame Jackie Fisher, trustee, Northern Rock  
Foundation 

“We know that good literacy is 
absolutely fundamental to success 
in secondary school and later in 
life, but your chance of leaving 
primary school without decent 
reading and writing skills is sig-
nificantly increased if you come 

from a poor home. The North East is an area with a 
large proportion of disadvantaged pupils so I’m 
pleased that, together with Northern Rock Founda-
tion, we are able to make a significant and long-term 
commitment to make sure that all 11 year-olds are 
able to read and write well. We hope the Campaign 
will leave a lasting legacy of evidence-based pro-
grammes and effective practice in the region, building 
on the good work already underway in schools.” 
Sir Kevan Collins, Chief Executive, EEF 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/toolkit/north-east-literacy-campaign/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by The 
Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 
… with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 
 
 
 
The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children. 

CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation  

9th Floor, Millbank Tower  
21-24 Millbank  

London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 

 

    twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn         facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn 
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SCHOOL FUNDERS’ NETWORKSCHOOL FUNDERS’ NETWORK  

The School Funders’ Network is a group of grantThe School Funders’ Network is a group of grant--makers the EEF has makers the EEF has 
helped convene with the Association of Charitable Foundations (ACF). helped convene with the Association of Charitable Foundations (ACF). 

Our most recent meetings have focused on careers education and Our most recent meetings have focused on careers education and 
mental health provision in schools. mental health provision in schools.   

The next Network meeting in January 2016 will look at what’s often The next Network meeting in January 2016 will look at what’s often 
termed the fragmentation of the schools system, with a schooltermed the fragmentation of the schools system, with a school--led led 

system replacing the previous LEA model. Frank Green, the national system replacing the previous LEA model. Frank Green, the national 
Schools Commissioner, will give a presentation, followed by Q&A. Schools Commissioner, will give a presentation, followed by Q&A.   

Email Stephen Tall for further detailsEmail Stephen Tall for further details..  

EEF on Pupil Premium:  
a lot done, a lot left to do 
‘Funding for disadvantaged pupils’ was the fo-
cus of a recent report by the House of Commons’ 
Public Accounts Committee to which the EEF 
contributed. You can read it here.  

Sir Kevan Collins, the EEF’s chief executive, commented: 

We welcome the Committee’s recognition of the role of the EEF and the 
importance of evidence in supporting the spending of the pupil premium. 
There is no doubt that the Pupil Premium has enabled schools to do more 
to improve the outcomes of their less advantaged pupils. But equally, the 
Committee is right that we still have much to do to ensure that all those 
from poorer families reach their potential, particularly those in coastal 
and rural communities. 

As we learn more about what works, it is vital that after the Spending 
Review, the Pupil Premium continues to be paid to schools for all their 
disadvantaged pupils, regardless of their attainment, so that they all 
achieve their potential. The Committee is right that we need to encourage 
schools to use evidence-based interventions to make sure the pupil pre-
mium is being spent in the most effective ways. That is why we have 
argued that we should extend the existing rewards scheme so that  
schools that succeed for their disadvantaged pupils are rewarded  
through the funding system. 

13 new grants announced: 
projects funded in Numeracy, 
Character and Education,  
and Early Years 
The EEF has announced funding for 13 new 
projects, testing different  ways to boost attain-
ment for disadvantaged pupils. In total, they 
will reach over 45,000 pupils in 1,100 schools. 

 Three of the grants will evaluate different ways 
for teaching assistants to support primary 
school pupils struggling with their numeracy 
skills. These trials form part of the EEF’s £5m 
campaign to help schools make the best use of 
the country’s 240,000 teaching assistants.  

 Six projects, match-funded by the Department 
for Education, support Education Secretary 
Nicky Morgan’s drive to encourage schools’ 
development of character traits like motivation, 
grit and resilience. They include Zippy’s 
Friends, delivered by Partnership for Children, 
an intervention designed to improve Year 2 
pupils’ ability to cope with everyday difficulties 
and reduce their chance of developing mental 
health problems later in life.  

 Our first funded project focusing on 3-4 year-
olds is Maths Champions, supporting nursery 
staff to develop children’s early numeracy. The 
programme will be delivered in 120 nurseries by 
the charity, National Day Nurseries Association 
(NDNA).  

All 13 trials will be independently evaluated and the 
results used to inform the EEF’s Teaching and 
Learning Toolkit, an accessible summary of educa-
tional research used by 64% of school-leaders. 

Click here for further details of these 13 EEF-
funded projects. 

‘ 

’NEW on the EEF blog (click to read): 
 Six big schools’ challenges facing us and how we’re responding -  

Stephen Tall (23 Nov) 
 Why Arts Education Matters - Sir Kevan Collins (13 Nov) 
 A test of character - Sir Peter Lampl (23 Oct) 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/online-games-will-test-ways-for-teaching-assistants-to-improve-pupils-maths/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/support-us/schools-funders-network/
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-six-big-schools-challenges-facing-us-and-how-were-responding/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/why-arts-education-matters/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-a-test-of-character/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk
http://bit.ly/PACReport



