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From: Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman, and 
Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive 

Dear Friend,  
 

I am delighted to update you with a few key, recent developments at the Education Endow-
ment Foundation. The EEF is not only committed to breaking the link between family income 
and educational achievement – we are also committed to working with others who share the 
aim of helping children who grow up in challenging circumstances to realise their aspirations. 
We would be delighted to hear from you if you have any feedback, or are interested in dis-
cussing how we might be able to partner to achieve our shared aims.  

The Education Endowment Founda-
tion (EEF) has agreed to extend its 
remit to include the evaluation of pro-
jects working in the early years. The 
news was announced by the Minister 
of State for Schools, David Laws MP 
this summer. 
     The announcement came as the 
Government launched its consultation 
into extending the Pupil Premium - 
funds which schools receive to help 
improve the results of their pupils from 
low-income backgrounds – to disad-
vantaged three and four year olds 
from April 2015. 
     Since it was established in 2011, 
the EEF has championed the use of 
evidence-based research in helping 
schools decide how to spend their 
Pupil Premium funds most effectively. 
To date, its trustees have awarded 

some £46 million to test 87 projects 
working with over 500,000 pupils in 
more than 3,900 schools across Eng-
land. 
     Recent polling finds that over half 
of all secondary school leaders use 
the Sutton Trust-EEF Toolkit, which 
summarises the findings of over 
10,000 research studies in an accessi-
ble format, to help improve teaching 
and learning. 
     The extended remit will enable 
EEF to strengthen research into the 
most effective interventions in the 
early years and improve their accessi-
bility to practitioners. The EEF will 
conduct rigorous, independently eval-
uated trials of early years interventions 
as well as consolidating and dissemi-
nating the lessons that can be learnt 
from existing research. 

Open to applications from October, first 
grants expected to be awarded in 2015 

“There is extensive research 
demonstrating the existence 
of an attainment gap in the 
early years, the impact of this 
gap on later educational out-
comes, and the value of high-
quality early years provision 
for disadvantaged pupils. As 
a result, we are confident that 
working in the early years 

will increase the likelihood of the EEF achieving its 
core objective of breaking the link between family 
income and educational achievement. 

“The new Early Years Pupil Premium increases the 
amount of support available for children from low 
income families, but its impact will depend on how 
well it is spent. That’s why developing a secure un-
derstanding of what really works is so critical. We 
welcome the opportunity to help build an impartially 
evaluated evidence base which can be used to im-
prove the life chances of disadvantaged children.” 

Dr Kevan Collins, Chief Executive  

 

Closing the gap between rich and poor students: how 
field experiments can improve educational attainment 
 
A lecture by Professor John List, co-author of The Why Axis,  
and professor in economics at the University of Chicago 
 
When: Friday, 17th October, 2014  
(Arrival 11.30 am, Lecture 12 noon, followed by lunch) 
Where: One Great George St, London SW1P 3AA 
RSVP: rebecca.clegg@eefoundation.org.uk 

“John List’s work in field experiments 
is revolutionary.” 
Prof. Gary Becker, University of Chicago, Nobel  
Laureate in Economics 
 

“True trailblazers in one of the greatest innova-
tions in economics of the last fifty years.” 
Steven D. Levitt, co-author of ‘Freakonomics’ 

Praise for The Why 
Axis, co-authored by 
John List… 

EEF to extend its work 
to include Early Years 

NEW EVENT, BOOK NOW! 

mailto:rebecca.clegg@eefoundation.org.uk
http://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Why-Axis-Undiscovered-Economics/dp/1847946747
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


If you are interested in partnering with the EEF, 
please do get in touch:  

Stephen Tall, Development Director 
T: 020 7802 0641  
E: stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk 

The Education Endowment Foundation was established in 2011 by The 
Sutton Trust, as lead charity in partnership with Impetus Trust (now part of 
Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
 
… with a £125m founding grant from the Department for Education. 
 
 
 
The EEF and Sutton Trust are, together, the government-designated ‘What 
Works’ centre for improving education outcomes for school-aged children. 

CONTACT US:  
Education Endowment Foundation  

9th Floor, Millbank Tower  
21-24 Millbank  

London  SW1P 4QP 
www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk 

 

    twitter.com/EducEndowFoundn         facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn 
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Partnership  in Focus: KPMG Foundation and the EEF 

Setting pupils (Sept 2014): EEF research on setting was mentioned in reports on policy discussions on 
the issue in The Guardian , Daily Telegraph, Independent and BBC News. Read on... 

Forbes online (Sept 2014):  EEF-funded project, Affordable Maths Tuition - testing the impact of online 
maths tutoring - was featured. Read on... 

Ofsted’s Pupil Premium Report (July 2014): Kevan Collins welcomes progress made, noting “it’s vital 
schools use rigorous research to inform decisions about spending pupil premium funding”. Read on... 

 
 

David Halpern, Chief 
Executive of the Behav-
ioural Insights Team and 
the UK's National Advis-
er on What Works, wrote 
recently of a visit to an 
EEF-funded project... 

At the end of last week I visited a 
school to look at a trial of the 
(Singapore) maths mastery program, 
along with Jeremy Heywood (the Cabi-
net Secretary), Chris Wormald 
(Permanent Secretary at the Dept for 
Education), and Kevan Collins (EEF).  

     The programme involves kids 
‘mastering’ several different approaches 
to a maths problem, and also incorpo-
rates a number of other behavioural 
principles known to be important in 
educational attainment.  But it was also 
a glimpse into a more evidence-based 

approach to policy and practice that has 
the potential to transform not only edu-
cation, but every aspect of public ser-
vices. […]  

     The trial result is due in Spring next 
year. It will show whether the approach 
works – and equally importantly (before 
every school rushes to adopt it) whether 
it doesn’t. The trial is also large enough 
to show if it works for some schools 
and pupils better than others. 

     But the real take home message is 
not the specifics of the trial, but the fact 
that the trial is happening. This class, 
and this school, is one of thousands 
now taking part in controlled trials 
across the UK. There are now an in-
credible 2,400 schools, taking part in 87 
different trials (74 or which are RCTs). 
That’s around 500,000 pupils involved, 
organised and funded by the independ-
ent Education Endowment Fund - itself 
only set up in 2010-11 (and headed by 

the excellent Kevan Collins, with us on 
the visit). And the EEF is itself just one 
of a series of ‘What Works’ institutions 
to building and translating such evi-
dence. 

     It’s hassle, and effort to do such tri-
als. It also takes a little longer (but not 
much) than just jumping on the latest 
‘new thing’. But it’s an approach builds 
a body of practice and policy built of 
brick, not of straw – able to withstand 
the huffs and puffs of political and aca-
demic fashion. It’s a lesson for more 
than those kids in that classroom, but 
for all of us.  

     Imagine a future where everything 
we do in policy and practice is built on 
such robust empirical foundations. 
That’s a future to be passionate about, 
even if others laugh at your labours 
now. 

You can read David’s blog in 
full here. 

‘Building your policy house of 
brick or straw’ 

The EEF and KPMG Foundation are co-funding two projects:  

• Rosendale Primary School's ReflectED Meta-cognition project will test an 
approach to improving learning skills using digital technology.  

• Chicago University's Parenting Academy will test the impact of a project 
which will aim to equip parents with the skills to support their children’s learn-
ing in numeracy, literacy and science. 

Since 2011, some £9.5m has been gifted and pledged by a range of organi-
sations to help extend the reach of work the EEF is funding.  

“The KPMG Foundation is delighted to 
be working in partnership with EEF on 
two projects, Chicago’s Parenting Acad-
emy and Rosendale’s Meta-cognition 
programme. Both these programmes 
represent to us the importance of rigor-
ous evaluation where outcomes will be 
of primary importance. I am sure we can 
achieve more together than either or-
ganisation can achieve individually.” 
Jo Clunie, KPMG Foundation  

http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/reflected-meta-cognition-rosendale-primary-school/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/parenting-academies/
http://www.kpmg.com/uk/en/about/aboutkpmg/kpmgfoundation/pages/default.aspx
http://www.behaviouralinsights.co.uk/blogpost/building-your-policy-house-brick-or-straw
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-in-the-news-setting-pupils/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-in-the-news-third-space-learning/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects/affordable-maths-tutoring
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-response-to-ofsted-pupil-premium-report/
http://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/educendowfoundn
https://www.facebook.com/EducEndowFoundn
mailto:stephen.tall@eefoundation.org.uk

